Newsletter
Twitter account details:
@BenJonsonSchool

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a short half term but we have been so busy!
In the newsletter you will read about a range of trips and activities that have taken place over the past
few weeks. If you go to the website there are films, blogs and pictures of the activities that take place in
school. Our Twitter accounts are enjoyed widely by many followers who like to know what the school
community is getting up to! Most of this newsletter is taken up with my reflections on the School Council
elections.
But first some general news…
Updates
Our new members of staff have settled in well. Many thanks to all of you for making Masuma (teacher in
Reception) and Lyndsay (Special Needs co-ordinator) feel so welcome in Ben Jonson.
This next half of term we will be assessing all the children as we normally do and are holding progress
meetings to ensure all the children are on track to make progress. We have decided not to have formal
parent conferences this term. If you would like to have an update on your child’s learning next half of
term please make an appointment to see the classteacher. There will be parent conferences as usual in
the second half of the summer term so look out for your invitation!
This term the Governors, Phil and I are setting the budget for next financial year. As you will know, from
the press and from me, the financial situation for schools across the country is becoming more difficult. I
will talk in my next meeting with you all in more detail about how the school is going to manage this financial crisis for schools. But in the meantime I wanted you all to know that the first thing you may notice is that we are going to have less money for trips. So we are going to try hard to choose trips that do
not cost you or the school any money. If you have any ideas of free trips let us know!
VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ VoteÒ
School Council Elections
In assembly the children have been joining the nation in celebrating 100 years since many women were
given the vote in the Representation of Peoples Act passed into law in February 1918. It is timely that we
are now looking for new school councillors. Election fever has gripped the school for the past few weeks
and the walls of the building are festooned with campaign posters of the school councillor candidates.
As usual the process has been rigorous and robust. Ben Jonson takes the role of school councillor seriously. The school councillors make real decisions about the school. This year, as a result of their work,
we now have new wet play boxes for each classroom, more activities with staff in the playground at
lunchtimes and the Marble jar treat has been re-launched. They do a range of other things within school
such as presenting their ideas to improve the school to The Dragons’ Den (AKA Charlie and I!) and plan a
variety of fundraising activities. School Councillors also had a trip to the Houses of Parliament!
We held an assembly on 19 January to talk to the school about the forthcoming elections. Current
school councillors each talked about the skills, learning and enjoyment they had gained from being in
post. Ruth talked about the application process and some of the qualities we have become accustomed
to our school councillors having. Following the assembly there was time for each class to discuss the
attributes of a school councillor and for children to put themselves forward for consideration. The class
listened to everyone and then agreed on four nominated candidates to be put forward.
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The nominated candidates were then required to fill out an application form which were submitted to
Charlie and to Ruth. On 24 January Charlie and Ruth read all the applications and chose two successful
candidates in each KS2 class. The candidates met with Ruth and Tahir to have their photographs taken
for the school display board and ballot papers. They each made a campaign video to encourage peers to
vote for them. Candidates, during Science week, were making campaign posters, leaflets, badges to promote their campaign.
On Tuesday 6 February the candidates met their voters for the hustings where they each spoke live to
the voters about what they could offer the school. All the classes got to watch the campaign videos too.
And so today Ben Jonson votes for their Councillors. The votes were counted at lunch time. I met with
the candidates this afternoon as the results were announced. Whether the candidates won or lost the
election everyone was very graceful and generous. I was very proud to be their headteacher but, more
importantly, they did each of you proud. I want to say well done for a fair, clean and energetic election. I
want to say a special thank you to Ruth who leads the work with school council with a heartfelt passion!
We will be holding our School Council Inauguration assembly on Monday 27 February. Parents of the
new school councillors and the new deputies will be invited to the inauguration.
And the new Ben Jonson school councillors are…
2018 Ben Jonson School Council Candidates
Year 6

6A

6M

6P

Councillor
Deputy

Afzol
Sumaiya

Yaasir
Yusuf

Zafirah
Precious

Year 5

5A

5F

5T

Councillor
Deputy
Year 4

Rawaan
Raniya
4A

Amaan
Nusaybah
4C

Inaaya
Odhora
4P

Councillor
Deputy
Year 3

Yaqoob
Hafsa
3A

Nawfal
Manha K
3B

Najiba
Eduarda
3T

Councillor

Ni’mah

Jahid

Laila

Deputy

Ismael

Zun

Samiul

Have a great half term with your children. I look forward to
seeing you all back on Monday 19 February.
Best Wishes

Monica Forty, Headteacher
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Ben Jonson Website
Blog and Twitter Accounts
You can access the website by clicking here - http://
www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog by
clicking here - https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter
accounts and we like to tweet all the amazing things your children do! I like the
thought of people all over the world knowing how great Ben Jonson is. If you have
a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the good work that we
do. You can access twitter by clicking here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?
ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

Voice of the school: School Council updates The election trail is in full swing and by the
time you read this the new school councillors and
deputies will have been voted in.
We started with 48 application forms, (4 applicants
per Key Stage 2 class), which were assessed by Ruth and Charlie. The 24 applicants
who had fully explained their qualities and their ideas to improve our school went through to the next
round to produce one minute campaign videos, ‘why you should vote for me’. For the next stage applicants created their own posters, badges and bookmarks and met the voters in the class hustings. Then
finally the whole school, from Reception to Year 6,
watched their videos, and voted by paper ballot Farewell and a huge thanks to our outgoing
school councillors and deputies
on Thursday morning. We now have 12 school
councillors, (majority votes), and 12 deputies.
This process involves perseverance and resilience
- just like when adults apply for a job. We make it
as democratic as possible, hence each class votes
for an applicant from a different class so it is
based on ideas and qualities not popularity. The
school councillors are from Key Stage 2 classes
only therefore they will go on to represent their
own class, Key Stage 1 or Reception class, just like
MPs: the deputies support them in this. We were
very proud and impressed with how hard they
worked and coped with the pressure. Power to
the people!

Riddle corner: Give your brain a work out
A.

What belongs to you but is used more by others?

B.

Three men were in a boat. It capsized, but only two got their hair wet. Why?

C.

Mary’s father has five daughters – Nana, Nene, Nini, Nono. What is the fifth daughter’s name?
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The Importance of Punctuality
The attendance team would like to thank you all for getting your children to school on time. Most of the
children come to school on time every day. We know that this is not always easy but the benefits of your
child being in on time are huge:
Coming to school on time means that your children feel more organised and at ease
Once in class your child is able to settle down and be ready for the register and their learning
They do not miss the first and most important part of their lesson and therefore do not miss out
on their education
Children develop good attendance habits that will help them in secondary school, further education,
work and adulthood
We know that some families will have the occasional lateness due to unforeseen circumstances. We also
recognise that some families face great challenges coming to school on time every day and many are
working with our Inclusion team.
We have a rise in the number of children arriving to the school late on a regular basis after 9.00am and
we are worried about the increase in lateness and the potential harm it can do to children’s education.
We would like to reiterate the school gates are open from 8.45am. This gives you and your child plenty of
time to come to the playground and line up before being taken into class. The school gates close at
9.00am sharp.
If your child comes after 9.00am they will be marked late:
The late marks are recorded in the register and on your child’s record
If a child is persistently late this stays on your child’s records permanently and is forwarded to the
Attendance and Welfare Team in Tower Hamlets
15 or more lates in a term may be referred for a Penalty Notice (fine)
Arriving at school on time everyday creates a habit of a lifetime for your children. It is crucial for your children to develop good attendance and punctuality habits. Parents/carers, if you tend to be late please give
yourselves enough time in the morning to be organised and leave your homes to get to school for 8.45am
so there is no chance of your child being late.
We look forward to seeing improvements in the number of children coming to school on time.
Best wishes,
Attendance Team

Riddle answer A: Your name B: One was bald C: If you answered Nunu, you are wrong. It is Mary!

Online payment system coming soon
We will be introducing a new online payment system called ParentPay.
It will be easier for you to pay for trips, clubs and all other contributions payable to the school. This will also allow us to offer you full receipts and records of all payments you have made and help the school
save money by becoming a completely cashless school by the end of
August 2018. More on Parent pay to follow after half term.
We will be holding parents’/carers’ coffee morning workshops so that you can find out more about
ParentPay. Dates to be confirmed soon.

Stepney Partnership Maths League
Pupils from Ben Jonson competed in the second round of the Stepney Partnership Maths League and came joint first! We wish our
budding mathematicians the best of luck in the next round which
takes place in March. As current reigning champions we look forward to the finals which will be held at Ben Jonson in July.

Parents’ dates spring 2018

Wednesday 21 February 2018 9.00am - Parents’/Carers' Workshop: Handwriting EYFS/KS1
Thursday 22 February 2018

9.00am - Parents’/Carers' Workshop: Handwriting KS2

Monday 26 February 2018

9.00am Parents’/ Carers' workshop: Parents’/Carers' Questionnaires
and school response

Thursday 1 March 2018

World Book Day

Monday 5 March –
Thursday 8 March 2018

Reception: Health Screening

Tuesday 6 March 2018

World Book Day: Parents and Carers reading alongside their child

Friday 9 March 2018

Reception Parents'/Carers’ Workshop: Special Books 2.00pm

Wednesday 14 March 2018

9.00am Parents’/Carers’ Workshop: E-Safety Workshop

Thursday 22 March 2018

9.00am Parents’/Carers’ Workshop: Maths, using practical resources;
introduction to Numicon

Thursday 29 March 2018

Last day of term
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Key:
Above 96%

Below 95.9%

98

Attendance Update Let’s try our best to
beat our target of 96%! Make sure you
keep coming in on time every day!
Please make sure you are here at
8.55am to start the day at 9.00am.

96

Class

Attendance %

94

R-Azure

90.4%

92

R-Red

90.7%

90

R-Yellow

93.7%

88

1-Coral

93.3%

1-Torres

94.5%

1-Java

92.2%

2-Caribbean

97.4%

2-Ross

96.1%

2-Sulu

94%

3-Arctic

95.8%

3-Baffin

95.8%

3-Timor

96.5%

4-Arabian

94%

4-Caspian

96.4%

4-Persian

95.9%

5-Aegean

95.9%

5-Tasman

95.9%

5-Flores

96.3%

6-Atlantic

94.4%

6-Mediterranean

97.2%

6-Pacific

95.1%

86

Birthday celebrations in school
As we are a Healthy School, we would just like to remind you about the
policy on celebrating birthdays. We understand that some of you may
like to bring in a treat for your child to share with their class, although
there is no obligation to do this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated
with a song, a game or a story. If you would like to bring in a small
treat, these are the items that we can accept:





fruit kebabs
small fairy cakes (not iced)
a fun sized chocolate bar such as Mars or Milky Way,
a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do
not contain nuts (such as Heroes)
We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who
suffer from allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and
also the fact that the school day is already very busy. We are also a nutfree school and for these reasons we cannot accept the following
items, which will have to be returned to parents if brought to school:




sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up
party bags
chocolates that contain nuts (such as Celebrations, Quality
Street or Lindor)
Many thanks for your continued support.
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Spring Term 2018
Inset day Friday 9 February
Half term Monday 12 February Friday 16th February
Last day of term Thursday 29
March (bank holiday Friday 30
March)
Easter Holiday Monday 2 April Friday 13 April
Summer Term 2018
Summer term starts Monday 16
April
Half term Monday 28 May - Friday
1 June
Last day of summer term Friday 20
July
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School Trips
Year 5 trip to Greenwich
Year 5 experienced an educational trip the Peter Harrison Planetarium where
they watched a show about the planets in the solar system. They learnt what
the planets are made of, how they orbit the Sun and lots of other interesting facts. Afterwards there
was an opportunity to spend some time at the historic Prime Meridian Line; the children stood across
the Meridian Line so that they were in the Western and Eastern Hemispheres at the same time.

Year 2 visit the Half Moon Theatre
Recently Year 2 experienced a live theatre performance of ‘Grannylocks’ at the Half Moon Theatre in
Limehouse. The children thoroughly enjoyed this recreation of a familiar fairy-tale told through poetry
and puppetry.

Year 3 trip to Natural History Museum

The children had a exciting day out at the Natural
History Museum where they became Palaeontologists at a Dino Scientist Workshop. They were given a
clip board, a booklet of challenges and a scientist's lab coat. Using the booklet, they had to find certain
dinosaur skeletons and from looking at the skeletons, decide if they were carnivores, herbivores or
omnivores. After they finished the workshop, they had the opportunity to explore the rest of the museum. What a great opportunity for the children to become scientists for the day!
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Sports News

On the 16th and 23rd of January, boys and girls from Years 5 and 6

took part in an indoor cricket tournament at UEL SportsDock. Children competed
against other schools from the borough such as Marner, Sir John Cass, and Manorfield.
Up to 12 teams attended each tournament and there were four groups with three
teams. The winning team from each group went to the semi-finals. Ben Jonson narrowly missed out on qualification by finishing second in both groups. The children thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and should be immensely proud of their achievements.

Music workshop ’The Beat Goes On’

Years 3 to 6 took part in a

lively session of body percussion where pupils experienced using their bodies to
create different sounds and vibrations. The children used a range of movements
including stamping feet, clapping hands and clicking fingers to create physical
sounds and created their own sound patterns in this energetic and fun workshop.
In addition Year 6 were lucky enough to take part in a Brazilian drumming workshop where pupils
played African and Brazilian drums and other percussion instruments. The children produced some
exciting samba rhythms of a Brazilian carnival which were powerful and loud!
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Science Week 2018
Millie the Tyrannosaurus Rex visits Ben Jonson! What a Science
Week it has been this year. Monday saw the introduction of Millie
the Tyrannosaurus Rex to the children and parents. Fortunately the
savage beast from the Cretaceous Period was locked away in the
cage! The children all then met Millie and another dino guest during
our whole school assembly. From Monday to Wednesday, Chris the
Dinosaur man did some incredible workshops with Reception, Years
1, 2, 4 and 6 where children were able to be junior palaeontologists
and dig up dinosaur bones! Whilst all this was happening, Years 3
and 5 were lucky enough to explore the Natural History Museum,
visiting the amazing dinosaur exhibition and taking part in wonderful workshops.

Many more photos can be found in the Ben
Jonson Blog on our website.
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In school, we welcomed parents and family members to the popular parent workshops. Year 3 created
amazing dinosaur skeletons with straws, whilst Year 2 created their own dinosaur faces out of paper
plates. Years 5 and 6 were challenged to create microraptors – incredible flying dinosaurs.

In class, there has been a great deal of dinosaur learning taking place and the top scientists were rewarded
at Friday’s Achievement Assembly with a certificate.
As well as this, we have had some incredible art work
created in the art competition. We had lots and lots of
entries, with many receiving a certificate due to the
quality of their work and special praise has to go to
Leo, Aysha, Rhea and Marzan for being our 4 Science
Week Art Competition Winners.
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