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 Newsletter: Spring 2 

April 2019  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This has been a full and busy term. The newsletter is full of all the many things that have taken place in the 
school this half term.  We hope you enjoy reading about all these events and looking at the photographs.  

Year 6 pupils received notification of their secondary school places at the beginning of March. We are pleased 
to say that 78% of pupils got a place in their first preference school with that figure rising to 88% of pupils 
getting their first or second preference school. Well done to you for supporting your children through this 
stressful time! We will start our support process again with Year 5 pupils, when parents and children will be 
invited to a secondary transfer workshop on Thursday 27 June at 9.00am.  

Staffing Update 
 
As you know, we have many dedicated members of staff at Ben Jonson. Parents will be familiar with Mrs Da-
ley, a teaching assistant at Ben Jonson who regularly performs wonders with children and their reading in Year 
1. What you may not know is that she has worked at the school for 40 years continuously, giving wonderful 
service to the children at Ben Jonson and to the community in general. We were all able to celebrate with her, 
including family and friends, last Friday when we held a surprise party for her. We are sure you will all join us 
in congratulating her on such an achievement and wishing her to continue working with your children for 
many more years to come! 
 
This week we have said goodbye to Alison Rogans who has been the Ben Jonson school librarian for over 7 
years. Under her stewardship the library has grown and has become well-established. She has ensured that 
each year the library has the latest ‘must reads’ added to the collection. She has passed on her love of books 
and reading to many of your children and her skills of using a library classification system. We gave her gifts 
and flowers on Wednesday to say ‘thank you’ and to wish her well.  
 
Parent Workshops and Events 
 
The Ancient Roman, Greek and Egyptian museums (created by Year 3 and Year 4) have become eagerly antici-

pated events in the Ben Jonson calendar. Parents and staff mem-
bers were treated to many interesting artefacts and exhibits, as 
well as dance and poetry performances celebrating the richness 
of these ancient civilisations. We witnessed Roman battle for-
mations and we now know how to mummify (I hope Riley in Year 
4 has recovered!).  We wanted to thank all of you who came to 
help the children celebrate their hard work. 

You may have heard a lot in the news recently about the topic of 
relationship and sex education in schools. Families that have 
been at the school for the last five years will know we have a 
very open approach to this area and we hold meetings for par-
ents and carers every year regarding what we teach. In these 
meetings we share all the materials we use when teaching in this 
area.  

We also remind parents and carers of their rights to withdraw 
their children from this area of the curriculum, if they choose. 
Our open approach and choice of age-appropriate resources and 
teaching has meant that over the past five years very few par-
ents have withdrawn their children from these lessons. 



This term we have increased our offer to families of Ben Jonson around their personal learning, in addition to 
our ordinary offer of supporting with parental skills. 18 dedicated and hard working parents have passed en-
trance assessments and embarked on a four month, fully accredited and certificated functional skills, English 
and maths course. We are currently registering families for a new cohort of Strengthening Families, Strengthen-
ing Communities course due to begin next term following the Easter holidays.  

We held a workshop for parents and carers a few weeks ago on a new home reading initiative we have intro-
duced to school. The initiative is called the Oxford Reading Buddy scheme. It is a digital reading programme 
with books and comprehension activities that children can access at home online. Each child will be given a log-
in they can use at home to access the books. Not many parents attended the meeting so we are going to hold 
the session again next term so look out for the invitation. 

Assemblies 

We started in late February with assemblies on the theme of ‘Speak out, Stay safe.’ These NSPCC-led assem-
blies were designed to give children confidence when speaking out against abuse of any kind. Practical tips such 
as knowing who a trusted adult was and key numbers such as Childline were given to children. Parents also re-
ceived information to enable them to follow-up the sessions with useful online resources. 

We celebrated World Book Day at the beginning of March. Children really entered into the spirit of the day with 
colourful costumes ranging from Stick Man to Little Red Riding hood. A large group of Year 5 and 6 pupils went 
to Genesis Cinema to meet Michael Rosen and hear him read some of his amazing work. It all went together to 
prove that, at Ben Jonson, we really love reading! 

One amazing day was quickly followed by another! On Friday 15 March we raised money for the charities asso-
ciated with Red Nose Day. Children and staff members came to school, bedecked in red, to share in the fun and 
merriment that is fitting on such an occasion. As you will see, later in the newsletter, we raised a tremendous 
amount of money for worthy causes. Thank you again for your generosity!  

It is a good time to mention that we will be holding our annual Summer Fair on Friday 5 July to raise money for 
areas identified by our school council. This year the focus is on raising money to support play in the school play-
grounds. We will be asking for support from parents closer to the event so watch out for the ways you might be 
able to help. We look forward to welcoming you and raising lots of money for school! 

So we finish this introduction to the newsletter by wishing you all a wonderful holiday together as a family. For 
those of you observing Easter, we wish you a joyous celebration. 

We look forward to seeing you all (rested and well) on Tuesday 23 April for the start of the summer term. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Monica Forty, Headteacher           Charlie Gorman, Deputy Headteacher  

 

 

 

Ben Jonson Newsletter    April 2019   Spring 2  Page 2 



  

 

Brenda Daley, our Early Years Support specialist 
reached a remarkable milestone this term - she has 
achieved 40 years’ dedicated service to Ben Jonson 
School!  
As a mark of our thanks and appreciation Brenda’s 
family and friends joined staff to celebrate at a sur-
prise party. In fact Brenda’s association with the 
school goes back even further because she attended 
Ben Jonson as a child.  

She started her working career in the kitchens however, she soon became a midday 
meal supervisor and TA. Brenda has spent the last 20 years as an early reading specialist and currently works 
closely with Key stage 1 children. She has been responsible for many children learning to read and in her career 
has supported the training of teaching assistants at the PDC.  
Not only has Brenda shown huge commitment to Ben Jonson, she also works 
tirelessly for her local community. She has been the lead in getting the ser-
vice and courage of Alfred Drake VC (an ex-Ben Jonson pupil) recognised 
more widely. Most recently her efforts, including fundraising, has resulted in 
the school receiving an art installation to commemorate his memory. With 
heart felt gratitude, we thank Brenda for her commitment to Ben Jonson and 
for enriching the lives of our staff and children. 
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Curriculum News… 
Caspian class have been exploring the 
topic of WWII through dance and move-
ment. We started by looking at the dance 
genre of the time before the war. As a 
result, we developed Charleston dance 
routines. We then listened to Chamber-
lain’s announcement of the war, looked at 
the different shelters used during the war 
and explored the idea and concept of the 
barrage balloons. Using this research the students created, solos, duets and 
group sequences.  
Timor class have been studying Ancient Egypt and linking this topic with 
dance and movement. First of all we created a time machine using our bodies 
to represent going back to the past. We looked at images of the Egyptian 
Gods and Goddesses and then the class created different shapes, which then 
linked together using dance movements. We watched some videos on how 
Egyptians built the pyramids in order to generate movement ideas. The class 
chipped stones in the quarries, moved the stones using a sledge, and finished 
creating a pyramid with their bodies.              Leire, Dance Teacher 



  

 

 

 

 

Ben Jonson pupils celebrated World Book Day in style! Children arrived at school in high spirits and dressed as 
their favourite book characters. This year our World Book Day focus was on sharing our love of reading, with 
each child writing a review of their favourite book and sharing this work in class. As part of our celebrations we 
created a short video where some children had the opportunity to talk about their favourite book and why they 
love it so much. We hope this year’s World Book Day has inspired our children to cherish and share great stories. 
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School council update  

We have successfully inaugurated 12 new school councillors. 
This year, we are focusing on one main area of  development: 
play. For their application and campaign videos, children 
were required to discuss their ideas on how to improve play 
at Ben Jonson. 
 

The school councillors will still represent two classes so all 
voices are heard, however they will meet monthly, not week-
ly. This way they can have fuller discussions and debates over 
ideas to present to their classes.  
 

The school council will be working alongside the ‘Playground 
Ambassadors’ (a new learning mentor initiative), meal supervisors and managers to impact further meaningful 

change. Some initial ideas included playground zones, how to play well with different 
resources, investing in new games, and the possibility of a healthy tuck shop.   
 

Overall the top 4 ideas on play: foam shapes active lunchtime clubs, a playground clock 
and growing and planting are all currently being presented to classes.  
Votes will be counted and the winning idea will be developed after Easter. 
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Children and staff had a fabulous Red Nose day at Ben Jonson and raised £627 for this great charity event. Staff 

and Children wore bright red clothes and noses whilst donating money to Comic Relief, which supports national 

and international charities. The school community enjoyed the fun and jokes of our Red Nose Day assembly but 

we also leant about the worthy causes that Comic Relief supports.  

A big thank you to our school band which 

provided the music for our                        

Red Nose Day Assembly. 

Fundrasing update- On Save the Children 

Christmas Jumper Day, we raised a grand total 

of £750.06! Thank you for your generous dona-

tions and support. 



 

Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful 

ways you can prepare your child for success - both in school and in life. 

When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child im-

prove attainment at school and develop healthy life habits. The follow-

ing figures show how attendance percentages equate to actual days 

missed from school: 

 

Even meeting the 96% target means a child has missed 8 days in the 
year. Let’s try to beat our target of 96%! Try your best to come in on 
time every day!  
 

Please make sure you are here at 8.55am to start the day at 9.00am. 

Ben Jonson Newsletter    April 2019   Spring 2                 Page 6 

Attendance Key: 

96% & above  
        
95.9% and below 

Riddle Corner - Give your 
brain a work out 

A. Which letter of the alphabet has 
the most water? 

B. I’m full of keys but I can’t open any 
door. What am I? 

C.  What goes up but 
never comes back 
down?  

Siblings with Autism Group 

Our siblings with autism group has had a few sessions now, and 
the children are really enjoying learning more about their    
brother or sister’s autism.  

They are a lovely group of children who we hope will get lots 
out of the group,  whilst making positive relationships with oth-
er children in our school. For more information, please contact Rachel (Inclusion). 

Strengthening Families,  

Strengthening Communities  
 

The Strengthening Families, Strengthening 

Communities (SFSC) parenting programme in 

partnership with Ocean Children’s Centre com-

menced in September 2018 and is going really well!  

The course has focussed on building relationships within the family and 

providing strategies for dealing with challenging behaviours.  

We shall be facilitating another cohort after Easter 2019 – please let 
Lee-Ann or Dee know if you are interested in attending.  

Creche places are limited, so please contact us soon as possible.  

Class % Attendance  

R-Azure 92.5 

R-Red 93.5 

R-Yellow 92.1 

1-Adriatic 86.0 

1-Sargasso 92.5 

1-Ionian 89.5 

2-Coral 95.0 

2-Java 94.8 

2-Torres 93.5 

3-Caribbean 97.0 

3-Ross 96.2 

3-Sulu 96.9 

4-Arctic 95.2 

4-Baffin 95.5 

4-Timor 94.7 

5-Arabian 94.8 

5-Caspian 98.0 

5-Persian 95.7 

6-Aegean 97.3 

6-Flores 97.5 

6-Tasman 96.1 

 100%   -  no days lost 
 97.5%  -  1 week lost 
 95%     -  2 weeks lost  
 92.5%  -  3 weeks lost 
 90%     -  4 weeks lost 
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On Sunday 24 March, children from Year 5 
took part in the Essex Alain’s W league tournament at Mile 
End Stadium. Children were chosen by our resident hockey 
coaches, Shuhel and Wahid from Tower Hamlets Hockey Club.  
The coaches come in to teach our Year 4 and 5 classes once a 

week as well as run an 
after school club. The 
league had seven teams 
including Old Loughton, 
Wapping, Brentwood and 
Southend. Our girls man-
aged to finish in second 
place and the boys fin-
ished in fifth. We are all 
so proud of their achieve-
ments and accelerated 
progress in such a short 
period. Congratulations to 
Khadra, Sonwabo, Subah, 
Khadeeja, Sumaiya, 
Maeesha, Sasha, Ismaeel, 
Isa, Tanveer and Azhar. 

English and Maths Courses English and Maths Courses English and Maths Courses    

available for parents/carers available for parents/carers available for parents/carers    
 

 Courses will be delivered at school 

 Courses are fully accredited and certificated 

 All levels are catered for, with courses avail-

able from Entry 1 through to Level 2 

 You will need to complete an assessment to 

advise 

which level is best for you 

 Courses are delivered over four months via 
one three hour session per week (morning 
session) 

 Eligibility criteria is simple: resident in the 
EU/UK for three years or more, eligible to 
claim government funding. 

For more information please contact Dee or 

the school office 

Or email  

queries@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

Visit the school website for the latest term dates and events information:  
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/dates-events  

Date Events / key dates 

Monday 22 April 2019 Bank holiday - school closed 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 Children return to school 

Tuesday 30 April 2019 9.00am parent/carer meeting: Year Reception and 1 Phonics screening 

Monday 06 May 2019 Bank holiday - school closed 

Tuesday 07 May 2019 KS1 Year 2 SATs week 

Monday 13 May 2019 Year 6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15 May 2019 9.00am parent/carer meeting: feedback and marking at Ben Jonson 

Monday 20 May 2019 KS1 Year 2 SATs week 

Monday 20 May 2019 Year 5 Optional SATs week 

Monday 20 May 2019 Assessment week - NFER Tests - Year 3 and Year 4 

Monday 20 May 2019 4.30pm Twilight - new Reception Red parents/carers meeting 

Tuesday 21 May 2019 4.30pm Twilight - new Reception Yellow parents/carers meeting 

Thursday 23 May 2019 Family Homework shared with children 

Thursday 23 May 2019 4.30pm Twilight - new Reception Azure parents/carers meeting 

Half-term holiday - Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2019 

https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/dates-events
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Birthday celebrations in school 
As we are a Healthy School, we would just like to remind you about the policy on 
celebrating birthdays. We understand that some of you may like to bring in a 
treat for your child to share with their class, although there is no obligation to do 
this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated with a song, a game or a story.  If you 
would like to bring in a small treat, these are the items that we can accept:  

 fruit kebabs  
 small fairy cakes (not iced) 
 a fun sized chocolate bar which does not contain nuts such as Mars or 

Milky Way 
 a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do not          

contain nuts (such as Heroes)  
 

We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who suffer from 
allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and also the fact that the 
school day is already very busy. We are also a nut-free school and for these rea-
sons we cannot accept the following items, which will have to be returned to par-
ents if brought to school:  

 party sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up 
 chocolates that contain nuts (such as Celebrations, Quality Street or     

Lindor)  
Many thanks for your continued support. 

                      Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts 

You can access the website by clicking here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/ 

We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog by clicking 

here - https://benjonson.wordpress.com/ 

Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter accounts and we like to tweet 
all the amazing things your children do! I like the thought of people all over the world knowing how great Ben 
Jonson is. If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the good work that we do. You 
can access twitter by clicking here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%
5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

 
 
 

ParentPay   
Please sign up for your ParentPay account using the registra-
tion letter you received last academic year.  The school is no 
longer able to accept any cash payments. All payments for 
trips and clubs will need to be made via ParentPay.   
Please contact the school office if you need help with regis-
tering on ParentPay. A big thank you to parents/carers who 
have registered on ParentPay and made their annual £7 con-
tribution for trips and workshops taking place this year!  
A reminder to parents/carers who have not yet registered for 
ParentPay or made their contribution yet, please can you do 
this ASAP. Without this generous contribution from you we 
would not be able to offer the wide range of trips and experi-
ences for children across all year groups. 

UPDATED INSET/OCCASSIONAL DAYS 
 

TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 5 April  Last day of term  

Monday 8 April – Mon-
day 22 April 

Easter Holidays  

Tuesday 23 April Return to school  

Monday 27 May -  Friday  
31 May 

Half term holiday 

Tuesday 4 June  INSET (tbc)  

Wednesday 5 June  Eid al- Fitr (tbc)  

Monday 1 July INSET Day 

Tuesday 23 July  
Last day of summer 
term  

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

