NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2026

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Parents/ Carers

It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to Ben Jonson for the start of another school year. September
is always a busy month, but | have been particularly pleased with how well our children have settled into their
new classes and routines. They have returned with enthusiasm and have already shown our values of being
Brave, Kind and Curious in so many ways.

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our recent workshop introducing CENTURY, our new

online homework platform. It was fantastic to see so many of you there and to have the opportunity to explain

how the platform will support learning at home. Children have now started using CENTURY, and we hope it will provide a more engaging
and accessible way for them to practise and consolidate their learning. Please continue to encourage your child to use the platform regu-
larly at home.

We will also be holding our Harvest Food Collection and would be very grateful for any donations families are able to contribute. Harvest
is an important opportunity for us to encourage our children to think about gratitude, kindness and supporting others within our commu-
nity. Information has already been shared about the items we are collecting and when donations should be brought into school. As al-
ways, there is absolutely no expectation for families to contribute—any donation, however small, will be greatly appreciated.

This year, we are also keen to strengthen the partnership between families and the school through our Friends of Ben Jonson group. We
would love more parents and carers to become involved. The group is an opportunity to contribute to school life, support events and ac-
tivities, help us build an even stronger school community and, importantly, have some fun along the way! You do not need to be able to
commit huge amounts of time—even occasional support can make a real difference. Please look out for further information about how
you can get involved.

As we move into October, | would like to thank our families for the support you have already shown the school this term. Strong relation-
ships between home and school make such a difference to our children, and | am looking forward to working together throughout the
year.

Looking ahead to October, we will be celebrating Black History Month. This year’s theme, “Honouring Our Communities”, is particularly
meaningful for us at Ben Jonson as we celebrate the people, stories and contributions that strengthen the communities around us. We are
delighted to have invited parents and members of our local community into school to share their experiences, knowledge and stories with
our children. Throughout the month, pupils will also explore Black history, heritage, culture and achievement, recognising both well-
known figures and the everyday people whose contributions make a difference. We are looking forward to celebrating and learning to-
gether as a school community.

Thank you, as always, for being part of the Ben Jonson community and for helping us make our school a place where every child can

thrive.

Best wishes,

Norma Marshall (Headteacher)
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WHAT’S ON?

KEY DATES:

Events

Year 2 Assembly for Black History
Month

School Photography Individual
photos (Sibling Photos 8:30-9AM
only on request)

Year 1 Handwriting & Reading
Workshop for Parents/ Carers

Year 2 Handwriting & Reading
Workshop for Parents/ Carers

Year 3 Handwriting & Reading
Workshop for Parents/ Carers

Year 4 & Year 5 Handwriting &
Reading Workshop for Parents/
Carers

Year 6 Handwriting & Reading
Workshop for Parents/ Carers

Reception NCMP Measurements

Year 2 Coral Class trip to the
Science Museum

Year 2 Torres Class trip to the
Science Museum

Year 2 Java Class trip to the
Science Museum

Half term

Year 1 Assembly

Flu Vaccine Reception to Year 6
(via permission only)

Last day of term

First day of Autumn 2 term
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Dates

Friday 2nd October

Tuesday 10th November 2026

Monday 5th October 2026

Tuesday 6th October 2026

Wednesday 7th October 2026

Monday 12th October 2026

Tuesday 13th October 2026

Monday 19th October 2026
Wednesday 21st October 2026

Thursday 22nd October 2026
Friday 23rd October 2026
Monday 26th October 2026 —
Friday 30th October 2026

Friday 16th October 2026
Friday 16th October 2026

Friday 23rd October 2026

Monday 2nd November 2026

September 2026

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
YEAR 6 SECONDARY APPLICATION

If you live in Tower Hamlets and your child is in Year 6
(born between 1sSeptember 2015 and 31:August 2016
you will need to make an online application via admissions portal

for them to transfer to secondary school in September 2027

Please note: the closing date for making applications is midnight
on 31« October 2026

For more information, see:

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/
schools/school_admissions/Secondary-admissions/How-to-
apply.aspx
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WHAT’S ON?

Child: £2
Adult: £3
Under 2’s: Free

More information will follow...
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

LATENESS

Please ensure your child arrives to school on time every day.
Prompt arrival in school is important for every year group from
Nursery to Year 6.

Lateness disrupts the teaching in the classroom and results in
your child missing out on their learning time.

Please note the following to ensure your child starts school on
time everyday:

. 8.45am to 8.55am Drop off—school gates open and
children can go straight to class

Parents are not allowed through the gates after 8.55am
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EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you
can prepare your child for success — both in school and in life.
When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child
improve attainment at school and develop healthy life habits.

Every week attendance is celebrated in school during a special
assembly. The classes in KS1 and KS2 which have the highest
attendance receive a certificate and trophy. Please make sure
your child attends school every day they can and help your
child’s class receive the trophy!
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" STAFF UPDATE \ /

HARVEST TIME!

We will hold our Harvest collection from Monday 28th October
to Friday 16th October with a focus on gratitude for our food and
thinking of those in need. As we are keen on promoting our core
values - brave, kind and curious, - we will set up a harvest
collection where all the generous donations will be gathered at
Ben Jonson before being delivered to the local food bank. If you
would like to contribute, please send your child into school with a
donation in the form of an item of non-perishable food on the
dates stated above.

\

Miss Lewis Mrs Shalim
Assistant Headteacher PA to Headteacher /

& Inclusion Officer

~

\_
e

Mr Santana
k Class Teacher / kk
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NEWS

SEND COFFEE MORNING

On Tuesday 22nd September, we welcomed parents to a coffee
morning with a member of the Phoenix Outreach Service. The
session provided an introduction to autism, information about
the outreach service and an overview of the role Phoenix Out-
reach Service play within our school.

Parents had the opportunity to learn more about the support
available to children and families, ask questions and share their
experiences. It was a lovely and engaging morning, with parents
actively participating and gaining a greater understanding of
autism and the support available.

We look forward to continuing to work closely with Phoenix Out-
reach and other external agencies to support our fami-

lies throughout the year.

BIKEABILITY CYCLE

On the week beginning Monday 14th September, our Year 6

pupils took part in a Bikeability course. Pupils attended the
training programme for 90 minutes a day. The training enabled
children to demonstrate their bike handling skills and those who
were confident were invited to progress onto the road in small
groups with the instructors.
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NEWS
(" EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGE | / \

On Monday 28 September, we celebrated European Day of Lan-
guages in style! Children showcased their language skills in Span-
ish, Sylheti and other languages during a special assembly, includ-
ing singing songs in Spanish. They then created their own Europe-
an passports, drawing famous landmarks, before finishing the
day with a delicious Spanish meal—a fantastic celebration of
languages and cultures!
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We were delighted to welcome our Year 1 parents to a Phonics
workshop led by our RWI Leader, Ms Als, and Assistant
Headteacher, Mrs Hickey. Parents had the opportunity to learn
more about how we teach phonics through Read Write Inc. and
how they can support their children’s reading and phonics devel-
opment at home. It was a lovely session, with parents engaging
enthusiastically and gaining practical ideas to help their children

\ / grow in confidence as readers.

PHONICS WORKSHOP
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NEWS

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGE
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION

WORLD CLEAN UP DAY

Our Reception children have settled beautifully into the new
school year and have already enjoyed a range of exciting learning
experiences. To support World Clean Up Day, the children visited
Shandy Park to help pick up litter and learn about the importance
of caring for our environment. They worked together enthusiasti-
cally, developing a sense of responsibility and showing how even
small actions can make a positive difference to our local commu-
nity. It was wonderful to see the children taking pride in helping
to keep their surroundings clean and safe.

NURSERY

Our Nursery children are settling in really well and are becoming
more confident with saying goodbye to their grown-ups each
morning. We have been exploring the story Owl Babies, which
helped the children understand that, just like Mummy Owl, their

grown-ups always come back. The children also explored a
variety of beautifully patterned eggs, looking closely at their
colours and patterns and carefully learning how to handle and
care for them. It has been lovely to see their growing confidence,
curiosity and care as they settle into Nursery.
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YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL

SEPTEMBER 2026

( STUBBERS ADVENTURE CENTRE \

Year 6 have just returned from an absolutely brilliant few days at
Stubbers Adventure Centre, and they have definitely brought
some tired smiles (and plenty of muddy laundry) home with
them! From braving the high ropes to building rafts

and kayaking out on the water, everyone threw themselves into
every single challenge. It was fantastic to see the children
cheering each other on, conquering fears, and showing a real
sense of independence away from home. We are so incredibly
proud of how well they represented our school.

A massive thank you to all of our parents and carers for sup-
porting this trip and allowing the children to go. We know that
sending them off on a residential can be a big step, but the
confidence and memories they have gained make it so worth-

while. /
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UNFORGATTABLE ADVENTURES
DAY 1 AT STUBBERS
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UNFORGATTABLE ADVENTURES
DAY 2 AT STUBBERS
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UNFORGATTABLE ADVENTURES
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HALF TERM EVENTS
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HALF TERM EVENTS
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