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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Parents/ Carers

As we approach the end of our first half-term, | would like to reflect on what has been a busy, productive
and successful start to the academic year at Ben Jonson Primary School.

Firstly, I would like to thank all the parents and carers who attended our recent handwriting and reading
workshops. Attendance was fantastic, and it was wonderful to see so many families engaging with their
children's learning. Your involvement makes a real difference, and we look forward to providing further
opportunities for you to work alongside us throughout the year.

Throughout this half-term, our leadership team has carried out learning walks across the school. It has been a pleasure to see
children settled, enthusiastic and actively engaged in their learning. Classrooms are purposeful environments where pupils are
developing their knowledge, building confidence and demonstrating positive attitudes towards learning. | am delighted with the
strong start our children have made and the commitment of our staff to ensuring that every pupil is supported and challenged to
achieve their best.

We have also been working hard to strengthen our enrichment provision. | am pleased to share that we have now developed a
yearly overview of after-school clubs, offering children a wide range of opportunities to develop new interests, discover talents and
build skills beyond the classroom. Our clubs programme will begin after half-term, in Autumn 2, with activities designed to
complement our curriculum and support children's personal development. We look forward to seeing pupils enjoying these new
opportunities throughout the year.

Another highlight of this half-term was our special Rights Respecting School assembly, during which we proudly displayed our
Rights Respecting banner. This was an opportunity to celebrate our commitment to children's rights and reinforce the values of
respect, inclusion and responsibility that are central to our school community.

I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to our Harvest food collection. Your generosity has
been greatly appreciated and reflects the kindness and community spirit that make Ben Jonson such a special place.

We are also looking forward to our Bonfire Community Event on Thursday 5th November. This promises to be a wonderful
opportunity for families to come together and enjoy an evening as a school community. Tickets are now available, and we hope to
see many of you there!

As we reach the half-term break at the end of this week, | would like to thank our pupils for their hard work, our staff for their
dedication and our families for their continued support.

I wish you all a safe, restful and enjoyable half-term holiday. | look forward to welcoming everyone back for another exciting half-
term of learning, enrichment and achievement.

Best wishes,
Norma Marshall
Headteacher
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WHAT’S ON?

KEY DATES:

Events
First day of Autumn 2 term

Supporting Children’s Emotion
Regulation

Bonfire Night

School Photography Individual
photos (Sibling Photos 8:30-
9AM only on request)

Reception Open Morning
(9:00—10:00AM)

Nursery Open Morning
(9:00—10:00AM)
Dads Coffee Morning at 9am

Flu Vaccination (Rec-YR 6)

Nursery Open Morning
(9:00—10:00AM)

Parent’s Evening
(2:00—6:00PM)

Parent’s Evening
(3:45—6:30PM)

Flu Vaccination
(Rec—Year 6)

Winter Fair
(2:00—4:30PM)

Last day of term
(School closes at 2:00PM)

First day of term

Ben Jonson Newsletter

Dates
Monday 2nd November 2026

Wednesday 4th November 2026

Thursday 5th November 2026
Tuesday 10th November 2026

Wednesday 11th November 2026

Thursday 12th November 2026

Tuesday 17th November 2026

Tuesday 17th November 2026
Thursday 19th November 2026

Monday 7th December 2026

Tuesday 8th December 2026

Tuesday 8th December 2026

Friday 11th December 2026

Friday 18th December 2026

Monday 4th January 2027

MATHS WORKSHOPS

Maths Workshop - Year 1
(2.30pm)

Wednesday 11th November 2026

Maths Workshop - Year 2
(2.30pm)

Thursday 12th November 2026

Maths Workshop - Year 3
(2.30pm)

Friday 13th November 2026

Maths Workshop - Year 4
(CXDET)]

Wednesday 18th November 2026

Maths Workshop - Year 5
(9.:00am)

Thursday 19th November 2026

Maths Workshop - Year 6
(9:00am)

Wednesday 25th November 2026

APPLY FOR FREE SCHOOL MEAL

Children in England qualify for free school meals if their house-
hold receives Universal Credit (with the previous £7,400 income
cap removed from September 2026) or other qualifying benefits
like support under the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 .

Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in a gov-
ernment-funded school and in Reception class. Year 1 and Year 2.

For more information, see:

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

October 2026
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Nursery & ==

Ben Jonson

Primary School

Reception Open o iw.
Thursday ™ October 2026
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Thursday 12™ November 2026

Petween Gam to 10am Thursday 1™ November 2026
Come and visit Recoption dates:
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Primary School
ENRICHMENT & CLUBS PROGRAMMIE 2026-2027

Wellbeing * Physical * Educational * Practical Skills

Programme at a glance

A separate, age-appropriate offer for Key Stage 1 (Years 1-2) and Key Stage 2 (Years 3—6), organised in half-termly blocks.
Each key stage is offered one club in each of four enrichment categories every half-term. The price iz £5 per child per
session. Booking can be made an the school website and payment will be taken through Arbar.

Half-termly programme

AUTUMN 2 | November — December 2026

Half-term focus: Emotional awareness, self-expression, resilience and developing new skills

Key Stage 1 | Years 1-2

Category Club offered Days it will run on
Wellbeing Art for Wellbeing IMonday

Physical Gymnastics and Balance Wednesday
Educational Story Makers and Creative Writing Thursday
Practical Skills Baking and Decorating Wednesday

Key Stage 2 | Years 36

Category Club offered Days it will run on
Wellbeing Emaotional Regulation and Resilience Monday

Physical Cricket Thursday
Educational Chess Thursday
Practical Skills Christmas Craft and Card Making Wednesday

Dates are indicative and must be checked against the school calendar, including INSET days, Eid arrangements and school closures.

W
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| BONFIRE NIGHT }

) AT BEN JONSON . [
2 _ PRIMARY SCHOOL ~

Join us for an evening of family fun!

N Lo/

HOT CHOCOLATE - CANDY FLOSS - SWEET BAGS \
BISCUITS - BROWNIES - SPARKLERS & GLOW STICKS O
AND MORE! N

A

.

- A dazzling bonfire to light up the night! "— /
TICKETS x

Child: £2
Adult: £3 y
Under 2’s: Free

8/

,,/
S—
SN
\~.
B
-

DATE: Thursday 5th November 2026
. ) o LOCATION: Entrance through Commodore Street gates

@ TIME: Starts at 5:15pm ‘@

Come wrapped up warm and ready for a _
“,  cosy night of community fun! N

= Brave, Kind & Curious ~

More information will follow...

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 4
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Ben JOI‘ISOI‘I TOWER HAMLETS
Primary School

- Dads -
Coffee Morning

Tuesday 17th November 2026
at 9am

n 9 Ben Jonson Primary School mar e

e Coffee, Conversation & Support
e Celebrating Dads and Male Carers

e Dads, Grandads, Stepdads and
Male Carers Welcome

Special guest speakers and local
professionals will provide practical
advice and information on topics
that matter to families, including
mental health and wellbeing,
employment etc.

Our Special Guest Speakers
Khadija Khatun

Abdullah Tawhid
Bridge Point - Senior

Malachi Howe

Fami i
Recovery Practitioner/Family Lead amily Hub Manager. Public Health
- The Culturally Sensitive Service Oversees the operational Community Navigator
that support families affected by function of South West
drugs and alcohol with respect to Children’s Centres

faith, family and culture.

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026
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¢ Supporting Children’s
Emotion Regulation

A workshop on understanding emotional

regulation, why it's important and how
parents/carers can support children’s
emotional regulation

A EBEE WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS AND CARERS AT
BEN JONSON PRIMARY SCHOOL DELIVERED BY
THEWS

Date: Wednesday 4'" November
Time: 9:00am - 10:00am
Location: Ben Jonson Primary School
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

LATENESS

Please ensure your child arrives to school on time every day.
Prompt arrival in school is important for every year group from
Nursery to Year 6.

Lateness disrupts the teaching in the classroom and results in
your child missing out on their learning time.

Please note the following to ensure your child starts school on
time everyday:

. 8.45am to 8.55am Drop off—school gates open and
children can go straight to class

Parents are not allowed through the gates after 8.55am

PENALTY NOTICES
New National Framework for Penalty Notices for poor school attendance and unauthorised
leave in term time effective from 19 August 2024.

EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you
can prepare your child for success — both in school and in life.

When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child

improve attainment at school and develop healthy life habits.

Every week attendance is celebrated in school during a special
assembly. The classes in KS1 and KS2 which have the highest
attendance receive a certificate and trophy. Please make sure

your child attends school every day they can and help your

ABSENCES
ADD+UP!

MISSING JUST 2 DAYS

child’s class receive the trophy!

A MONTH MEANS YOU MISS
10% OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!

Lk

TOWER HAMLETS

Per Parent, Per Child

child.

Penalty Notices will still be issued to each parent for each absent

For example — 2 siblings being absent for unauthorised leave in term
time, will result in each parent receiving two separate fines.

Penalty Notices will be issued for:

+  Term Time Leave: 5 consecutive days or more
+ 10 sessions of unauthorised absence and/or lateness
ina 10 week period

/ First Offence \\ /

The first time a penalty notice is
issued, the amount will be £160 per
parent, per child, if paid within 28

(Reduced to £80 per parent, per

\ child, if paid within 21 days.) / \

Second Offence -\
The second time a penalty
notice is issued, the amount will
be £160 per parent, per child, if
days. paid within 28 days.

(There is no reduction for any
early payment.)

Third Offence \
The third time a penalty notice is
issued, the case will be presented
straight to the Magistrates Court.

Fines of up to £2500 per parent,
per child, can be issued by the

/ \ courts. /

The best of London
in one borough

Ben Jonson Newsletter
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OUR ACHIEVEMENT

@LEBRATING OUR RIGHTS RESPECTINCN

SCHOOLS SILVER STATUS

Our Rights Respecting Schools Ambassadors were proud to hang
up our special banner to celebrate achieving Rights Respecting
Schools Silver Status. We had staff from the steering group, a
staff governor and a parent who have all supported the children
and school throughout the year to achieve silver status. This is a
fantastic achievement and recognises our school's commitment
to promote children's rights, respect, equality and kindness. Our
ambassadors have played an important role in helping to make
our school a place where every child feels valued, listened to and
respected. We are incredibly proud of this milestone and look
forward to continuing our journey towards gold and making
children's rights part of everything that we do.

Quotes from the school Ambassadors
Why are children's rights important?

"I think children's rights are important as if children didn't have
rights no one in this world would be here. People would disre-
spect others and the world would end up as a mess."

"They are important because everyone needs rights. If someone
does something then the rights will protect them."

How do you feel about us achieving silver status as a school?
"I feel really happy because it means that we are one of the
schools that respects these rights and it's not nice to be in a

school that doesn't respect the rights."

"l feel proud of us and | feel happy for my school.”

~ \o
o\ &)

/
{

\

{Ben Jonson
| Pri y School

L2C A

N(CEF g LVER

= ECTING scHoOL
Chlld_ren's rights are [e, b
and lived in this School,

\ {\ X4 /

B (hildren’s rights are lear

and lived in this school.

< ¢ ol B

- "
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OUR ACHIEVEMENT

YEAR 4 MULTI-SPORTS FESTIVAL

Year 4 had a fantastic day at the Multisport Festival held

at Mile End Leisure Centre! The children took part in a variety of
exciting activities, including netball, martial arts, boxing, dance, boc-
cia, archery and tag rugby, where they had the opportunity to learn
new skills and try sports they may not have experienced before.

A few weeks before the event, the festival team visited our school to
help prepare the children by organising them into groups and en-
couraging them to create their own group chants. This helped build
excitement, confidence and a strong sense of team spirit ahead of
the big day.

Throughout the festival, the children threw themselves into the
activities, encouraged one another and, most importantly, had lots
of fun! The main focus was to develop teamwork, build confidence,
support their teammates and celebrate one another’s efforts. Year 4
represented our school brilliantly, showing enthusiasm, determina-
tion and great team spirit! Arctic class proved their team spirit was
above the rest by bringing home a trophy.

ir’@
)

-

Ben Jonson Newsletter

PRIMARY GEOGRAPHY QUALITY MARK

We have achieved the Primary Geography Quality Mark (PGQM)
Gold Award, recognising the strength of our geography curricu-
lum and the rich learning experiences provided for pupils across
the school.

&

Gold
2026-29

pPHY
& °

)

2,
gy

PRIMARY GEOGRAPHY
QUALITY MARK

Recognising quality geography since 2006

Ben Jonson Primary School, London N
has been awarded -
GOLD i

for embedding excellence and innovation in
geograpﬂy throughout the school

(/7 . .
\fl et
I A}

Steve Bface,
4 GA Chief Executive

September 2026-29

SCAN ME

October 2026
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION

/ LEARNING WALK \

Reception had a great time (and sunny weather) for their local
area walk. This is linked to their topic 'All About Me' and they
visited some places that they will visit properly later in the year,
like the church and the farm. They saw lots of interesting build-
ings and local landmarks and also lots of nature (the Autumn
trees and the canal). The children did well keeping themselves
safe when walking by the road. Thank you to all the parents who
came and helped support on the trip.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Year 6 Flores have been patchworking African wax print fabrics to make...
a chair!

We were inspired by Yinka llori, an artist and fellower Londoner, to up-
cycle a chair. Yinka llori has upcycled many chairs before, using African
wax print fabrics to show the link between African and European cul-
tures.

We were given lots of off-cuts of fabric by Yinka Shonibare (our Black
History Month artist from 2025), so we have put the fabric to good use.
We can’t wait to show you the final chair when it is finished.

\"I,

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 10
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION

YEAR 1 ASSEMBLY

Year 1 enjoyed learning about the Harvest Festival and all
the work that farmers do to gather in the fruit and
vegetables once they have grown. We thought about the
journey they make to get to the shops and the market stalls
where we can go to buy them and the differ-

ent ways we celebrate this time of year.

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 11
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HANDWRITING AND READING PARENT
WORKSHOP

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our
recent handwriting and reading workshops. It was wonderful to see
so many families joining us and showing such an interest in

their children's learning. ”E

During the workshops, we shared how handwriting and reading
are taught at Ben Jonson, the expectations for each year group
and practical ways parents can support their children at home.
Parents also had the opportunity to take part in activities and ex-
plore strategies to help build their children's confidence and skills.

We hope everyone found the sessions useful and enjoyable. We
encourage all families to put the ideas shared into practice at
home, whether it's enjoying a book together, talking about what
you've read or making time for regular handwriting practice. Small,
everyday activities can make a big difference to children's confi-
dence and progress.

Thank you for your continued support. Let's keep working together
to help every child become a confident, enthusiastic reader and

writer!

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 12
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COFFEE MORNING WITH THEWS

Tower Hamlets Education Wellbeing Service (THEWS) were
delighted to hold a coffee morning for our parents, provid-
ing a valuable opportunity to introduce their service and
share how they support children and families within pri-
mary schools. Parents had the opportunity to interact with
the THEWS team, learn more about the support available,
and ask questions about the services and interventions
they offer. The session provided an overview of the ser-
vice, explaining how THEWS works in Ben Jonson Primary
School to support children’s emotional wellbeing, develop-
ment and wider needs.

Following their valuable work in our school last year, we
are pleased to continue our partnership with THEWS
throughout this academic year. They will be working close-
ly with our school to provide targeted interventions for
children and deliver parent workshops, offering guidance
and practical strategies to support families.

Further parent coffee mornings and workshops will be
taking place throughout the year, providing additional op-
portunities for parents to access information, ask ques-
tions and learn more about the support available for their
children.

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 13
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( ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL \

Year 5 embarked on an inspiring journey to St. Paul's Cathedral to
bring their Religious Education studies to life. Standing beneath
the cathedral's iconic dome, pupils explored the rich history,
sacred architecture, and deep spiritual significance of this historic
Christian landmark. Through our self-guided tour, the children
investigated how faith is expressed through art and design and
marvelled at the breath-taking mosaics. It was a memorable day
of discovery that deepened their understanding of community,

\worship, and living history.

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 14
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ENRICHMENT

YEAR 2 SCIENCE MUESUM

Year 2 took off on an exciting adventure to the Science Museum
to bring our History topic on Flight to life! The children explored
gliders and plane models, tracing the history of aviation. They
learned about key figures like the Wright brothers and Amelia
Earhart, before journeying into the Space gallery to find out how
astronauts like Tim Peake travel beyond Earth. It was a fantastic
opportunity to bring their history learning to life and spark
curiosity about the future of flight.

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 15
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YEAR 4 SCIENCE MUESUM

This week, Year 4 visited the Science Museum to enhance their
classroom learning about sound. They explored the Wonderlab
gallery, where they took part in exciting, hands-on activities to
investigate how sound is produced, travels and changes. It was a
fantastic opportunity to bring their science learning to life!

The London Scie

the 4o
Pollo 19
)
ed the Moon 3 Mman
inside;

- - &

Ben Jonson Newsletter October 2026 Page 16


https://kids.kiddle.co/Science_Museum,_London

Ben Jonson

Primary School

-

NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2026

Brave, Kind & Curious

HALF TERM EVENTS

Fully Funded, Evidence Based
Maths CPD
For Educators working with 2-4 year olds

About the training
« This Maths trai
. It 6 online and 5

led by a trained Early Years Maths Learning Lead
+ 16.5 hours of learning in total

ng has been developed by !he DfE

<REE CPp,

Only 12-18
place:

Need to be
L3and

above

Training focuses on:

* Counting and Cardinality
* Measurement and pattern

* Shape and Space

Training dates
9.30-11.00a.m

Monday 19" October - Welcome session

(face to face) - High quality CPD to Early Years practitioners
« Supporting settings to embed consistent,

evidence-informed early maths practice.

Monday 9 November (face to face)
Monday 23" November (Online)

Monday 7'" December (Online)
« Monday 1" January (face to face)

©On site: John Scurr Primary School (Learning lodge,
next to the school) E1 4AX

Would you like to find out more
about the programme?

Join us for an online information Click here to register v'fé‘rq
session your interest, or scan
Wednesday 7*" and Monday the QR code EI &. i
12'" October at 10am or 4pm

£~ Ambition SEST |
oty Yoars Swonger rochce ub % Institute |¥GH P

Access
Sport

Inclusive October
Half-term Activity

Muay Thai
N vy, 26 Oct
dy, 18 A

SEND Fooiboll
o

Access Sport are hosting October Half-Term
provision for children and youn% people aged
8-16 who have a disability and their siblings.

Sign up now to book your spof'

HT

www.AccessSport.org.uk "
Registered charity no. 1156819 REGULATOR

Ben Jonson Newsletter
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ART + CIRCUS + CREATIVITY +

"Half Term
Holiday Carp-

THEME: THE ENCHANT@ FOREST

26TH — 30TH OCTOBER 2026
9.00AM — 3.30PM
EARLY DROP OFF @ 8.30AM & LATE PICK UP @ 5.30PM

+ Explore + Move + ﬁm’«?me + Belong

Ambitious & unique arts & crafts

Cultivate creativity & confidence

Professional Circus workshops,
Circus show & Friday Party!

Safe & supportive environment

Encourage playfulness & self expression

Holy Trinity
Primary School

07944315874 B4 hello@theartimaginarium.

g& sMotherNoleure

(o) NIDAN
Mon 19 to Fri 23 Oct 2026 (5 Days)
lon 26 to Fri 30 Oct]2026 (5 Days)

LE-ksisn e

In this spooky 5-day Holiday Science Activity Camp, your children
enjoy lots of premium fun, hands-on, chemistry,

physics STEAM activities and special demonstrations with take
home experiments (see below).

Week A: Mon 19-Fri 23 Oct 2026 (5 days)

Week B: Mon 26-Fri 30 Oct 2026 (5 days)

*Check online for which weeks are running a your Location

- 3:30pm (6.5hr
Extended Hours: 3:30mm; atest collection 4pm
<simply add when booking onin
ed 512y
crons Gruns London Uouk right>)

Getting To Know You!

Viral Viruses!

pumpkin U Cyclel
ted Ho

Brain Building!

Eerie Eruptions!

Spooky Slime! Manic Bone Hand!
Witch's Cauldron! Dancing Franken-Worms!
8lood Mai o
Skeiy the 318 Skeletont

Witcheraft Hllusions!

October 2026

»
CONFIDENCE

Columbia
Primary School
Columbia Road
London E2 7RH

www.mnature.co.uk

020 8863 8832
« Hillingdon
* Westminster
NE London
« City of London
« Enfield
« Haringey
* Waltham Forest -
SW London

* Kensington
« Hammersmith

 Kingston
« Merton
« Richmond

 sutton
+ Wandsworth

See online for full lst...
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HALF TERM EVENTS

Mindful Eating @ ‘
N7 for families . Free Crafting Activities

vvvvvvvvvvvvvv Suitable for children aged 3-7 years with a parent/carer Discover Victortan Canals

Thursday 29th October 2026 R AGGED SC O oLMuseuM

' 10am-12pm
? St Paul’s Way Community Centre
83 St Paul's Way, London E3 4AJ

A fun, interactive wor;lgﬁ;r_gp filled w:th,:%h
storytelling, sensorgookl & mindful eatm§

aay 5
Explore colourfulfruits, vegetables & beans

Discover tastes, textures, smells, & sounds
Create and enjoy a de_Lici’éuifheal together
Experience mindfuLfé{BFuea,ltime,

October Half Term
Thursday 29"

2026

For enquiries/bookings 10.30am-3.30pm
= Admission Free for Children
Email: St.PaulsWayCentre@poplarharca.co.uk Suitable for ages 2-12
Phone: 0207 510 5600 e
Booking essential, limited spaces Wanwraggedachoolmussuri ong ik
e g 80 SRl o v S
Come along, get curious and discover the In partnership with 8 o parris o Coppactiutd Kot Biop e scoots throughout
Jjoy of cooking & eating together. Hf’,« CA

% . ‘ o I. [ ]
TOWER HAMLETS &

HOI Olaq C‘n Hcave Schem(’, Bookings

now open

Ages The Tower Hamlets Childcare b e
3-13 Scheme offers Ofsted Monday 26 to
registered childcare. Fidayao Ootober
020 7364 0523 (5 days)
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/hcs

Join us for some fun & exciting years old
multi-activity for boys & girls aged 4-13 years

old

Halloween Party Thursday 29th
Prizes for best costumes

: Malmesbury Primary School
¥/ faoresl Coborn Street
Arts & Crafts
¥ Dodgeball E32AB
¥ Movie afternoon
¥ Lasertag Scan here to book
« Special Halloween
day & more!
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