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 Newsletter: Spring 1 

February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been a long six weeks but we are finally at the brink of the half term holiday. We know, from the phone 
calls we are getting that many of you are feeling the stress of looking after your children as they are learning at 
home. Many families are now asking us to have their children educated on site as they are key workers and are 
having to go back to work; other families are telling us that they are finding it increasingly difficult to support their 
children at home. Many of the staff in school who also have children at home echo your thoughts about how chal-
lenging it has been.  
 

The tension that all schools are under locally is that the government’s definition of key workers is very wide; in 
addition, their definition of vulnerable children includes those that cannot access learning at home or do not have 
a quiet place to work. If we gave a place on site for every child that fitted the government’s criteria most children 
would be in school. This would mean that we would not be playing our part to reduce the transmission of the vi-
rus by having fewer people on site and coming to the school gate. As it is, we have more children and staff in than 
we did during the first lockdown when the virus was less virulent. If we expand our on-site offer this will reduce 
the capacity of staff to provide the remote learning for most of your children at home. 
 

And despite all of this I continue to be immensely proud of the fantastic work you are doing to support your chil-
dren at home. We have more children than ever attending the different meet sessions, doing the work that has 
been set for them, turning the work in and enjoying the extra work put up for them to do if they want to. None of 
this would have been possible without your support, hard work, grit and determination! We never take this for 
granted. 
 

Children returning to school 

At some point soon (around 22 February) the prime minister will announce the government’s plans for your chil-
dren restarting school. I am hoping that he says that they can start to come back from 8 March. But I have no idea 
about what this return to school for all the children will look like. It might be that some areas of the country go 
back first depending on the levels of infection rates. It may be that he says that the youngest children come back 
first. As usual we will listen to what the government says and then the senior leadership team and Governors will 
implement the government’s strategy in a way that meets the needs of the whole school community. So, watch 
this space as I will keep you all updated as we hear something from the government and we have made decisions 
as a school. 
 

COVID update 

I thought I would share with you the update headteachers received on Wednesday from Simon Twite (Public 
Health) regarding Coronavirus in Tower Hamlets. He reported that there has been a significant fall in the number 
of cases in Tower Hamlets but that the number of cases still remains high. This week there are 163 cases per 
100,00 compared to 285 cases per 100,00 last week and 577 cases per 100,000 the week before that. The highest 
prevalence of cases of the infection are within the oldest group of citizens. He said that in light of the new vari-
ants of the virus the actions schools are taking currently to keep the school community as safe as possible should 
not be changed. He said that there would be a local campaign to encourage any resident 
invited to have a vaccine to take up the offer. 

In school staff are taking COVID lateral flow tests twice a week to ensure that we keep our-
selves, each other and your children as safe as possible. 

If any child who attends school currently tests positive for Coronavirus during half term this 
needs to be reported to school. The number to text is 07990 113 171 and please leave your 
child’s name, the date they tested positive and the last day they were in school. Someone 
from school will contact you to check in with the family. 



School development 

Despite COVID we are still moving forward with the development work of the school. Next half of term we will 
continue to focus on our work on reading and the curriculum. We will also be acting on the outcomes of our staff 
and parent survey about how we celebrate success for every member of the school community. Thank you to 
those of you who participated on the survey; it was great to have your views. There will be some actions we can 
put in place straight after half term to celebrate success. In the summer we will be exploring this more and will 
share with you what we have done as a result of what you said. 

 

Informal consultation regarding Harry Roberts  

The informal consultation regarding a possible amalgamation between Harry Roberts and Ben Jonson has started. 
Please see the website by clicking on the link below 

 https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/consultation 

where you can read the consultation document. You can either email any questions, thoughts and ideas to con-
sult2@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk or fill in a response form which can be found on the website. It is really 
important that you let us know how you feel about this proposal as it will help the schools and the council shape 
the formal stage of consultation and help us shape what the amalgamation might look like if it goes ahead. 

 
And finally…half term 

We know it may be hard for families to make the half term holiday feel different from term time. To help you we 
have posted a range of fun activities for your children to do throughout next week. We also have a posted family 
learning activity about heroes – to celebrate the fact that all of you have been heroes in the way you have sup-
ported you child’s learning at home! We have bought a copy of Half Moon Theatre’s production of a play called 
Dust. We are posting the play on the class streams for your children. I would like to stress that all of these activi-
ties are optional. You may just want to put your devices away for a week and do completely different things!! 

 
I hope that you all have a good half term. Thank you again for all the amazing support you have given your chil-
dren. I hope that next time I write I will have news about how Ben Jonson will open for all the children. 

Look after yourselves and look after each other.  
 
 
 

Monica Forty 
Headteacher 
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Tower Hamlets Council Covid-19 Vaccine webinar for residents 

The council is hosting a virtual webinar event on Wednesday 17 February (7pm to 8pm), where residents 

will be given the opportunity to ask the mayor and local health experts questions about the Covid -19 vac-

cine. 

The online event will give an overview of Covid-19, the current picture and the vaccine programme and 

aim to inform and address any concerns that residents may have.  

You can register for the event online and submit your questions in advance. All questions submitted will be 

published after the event.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-covid-19-vaccination-discussion-tickets-141124528263           

This webinar is the first in a planned series on the Covid-19 vaccine. Webinars to follow will be tailored 

events to meet the needs of our communities in Tower Hamlets, including an event for our Somali commu-

nity and Bengali community. 

https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/consultation
mailto:consult2@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:consult2@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Your children have been working hard both at home and in school and we are delighted to share 
some examples of their learning. Included are a selection of creative pieces that complemented the cur-
riculum this half-term. 

 

 

 

Creative challenges from Year 5 
Sulu – making models of        

Mount Everest 

Nosheen’s beautiful magical forest 

for  Year 6 writing on setting        

description 

Design and Technology  - Year 5’s creative and colourful marble runs and Year 6’s  parachutes 

In writing children experi-
mented with different sets of 
instructions to decide which 

made the most successful 
paper lotus flower 

 

Amaya in Sulu did 
this piece of 

graffiti this after-
noon during art. 



 

Some great examples of 
on-line learning submitted 

this term by Year 1 and 
Year 2 

Reception children’s home learning included some 

lovely detailed work on the topics ‘Under the Sea’ and 

‘Arctic Habitats’. In maths a pupil practiced making the 

number 10 using a ladybird and its spots. One pupil 

had so much fun playing in the snow he decided to 

write some sentences about it! 
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Half  Term Theatre Treat 
Here is a small gift from everyone at Ben Jonson to wish you all a good 
half term – a chance as a family to enjoy a production from the Half Moon 
Theatre called Dust.  

Below is the ‘blurb’ from the Half Mon Theatre to give you a sense of what 
the play  is about. The Half Moon say that it is aimed a Year 1 to Year 4 
pupils but I am sure younger and older children will enjoy it! 

For access details please see your child’s Google Classroom stream on Monday.  

A Half Moon and Z-Arts co-production  - Dust 
A joyous reminder about just how playful the world can be 

When Little Titch and her scruffy rucksack arrive at the giant, pink house it is not what she expected – a blanket of 
thick grey dust covers everything in sight and it is wild and overgrown. Her new home is cold and unwelcoming 
until she meets Nelly, a flamboyant and loveable hoarder. Together the pair discover they have more in common 
than they first thought and that friendship can heal hidden wounds. 

Written by acclaimed award winning children’s author Laura Dockrill (Darcy Burdock book 
series, Big Bones) Dust uses exciting puppetry and exquisite poetic language to explore a 
heartfelt story about love, loss, identity and memory. With haunting music by Hugo White 
of The Maccabees, this striking and emotional new play is a joyous reminder about just 
how playful the world can be. 
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Free mental health support sessions for Tower Hamlets' parents 
Tower Hamlets Council are continuing to deliver mental health and wellbeing sessions for parents and school 
staff as part of our Wellbeing for Education programme. The programme aims to support mental wellbeing and 
resilience and aid mental health recovery for school staff, pupils, parents and carers’, in light of the impact of 
Covid-19 and lockdown.  

To book a place on any of the sessions, please email sultanax.begum@towerhamlets.gov.uk with the name of 
the session(s) you would like to attend, your name and contact details. 

Responding to worries and fears: Covid and beyond 

Wednesday 17 February (Half term) - 2 - 3pm - (parents only) 

Short webinar for parents of primary and secondary age children followed by a Q&A session.  They will share 
practical strategies for responding to the concerns and worries of children and young people. 

Supporting children who are anxious to return to school 

Wednesday 10 March - 2 - 3pm - (parents and school staff) 

A session for parents and school staff who support children who are expressing worries about returning to school 
post-lockdown. 

A celebration of some great Year 3 and Year 4 Egyptian topic work  

mailto:sultanax.begum@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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The Tower Hamlets Holiday Childcare Scheme is Ofsted registered and provides childcare for children aged 3 to 

13 years old. This takes place in Tower Hamlets schools and runs during the school holidays, (excluding the Christ-

mas break) from: 

8am to 6pm (for working parents/carers) or 9am to 5pm 

Parents should provide their child with a packed lunch. The Tower Hamlets Holiday Childcare Scheme provides 

good quality, safe and inclusive childcare service. They encourage all children to engage and take part in play-

based activities indoors and outdoors. Highly qualified staff plan and provide a wide range of fun activities. Go to 

the Tower Hamlets website for more information.  

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/hcs 

 

 

Online safety for children and sup-
port information for families  

 

The Internet is an increasing part of todays culture, 
especially for children, for whom schoolwork, 
online gaming, and social networking are among 
the most popular activities.  

As a parent, there is plenty you can do to ensure 
your children's experience is both safe and fun. 

Please check out our website e-safety section for 
more information.  

https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
parents/esafety 

Support for vulnerable families  
 

Tower Hamlets Council and Ben Jonson School have supported the most vulnerable in our community providing 
Free School Meal vouchers to eligible families.  
 
The Department for Education is not providing funding for FSM vouchers for half-term (15-19 February). However, 
Tower Hamlets Council has agreed that they will use some of the COVID Winter Grant to support vulnerable fami-
lies and those deemed to be at risk of food poverty. Eligible families will be contacted directly by Ben Jonson 
School.  
 
The Tower Hamlets Residents' Support Scheme is designed to help residents who are either in or at risk of being 
in crisis or are in need of immediate help and have no source of financial support available to them.   

Please email lwpqueries@northgateps.com or call 020 7520 7217 for more information. 

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/extra-curricular_activities/Holiday_childcare/Holiday_Childcare_Scheme_newsletters_and_Ofsted_reports.aspx
http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/hcs
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/esafety
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/esafety
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDEuMzQzODc4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50b3dlcmhhbWxldHMuZ292LnVrL05ld3NfZXZlbnRzLzIwMjAvRGVjZW1iZXJfMjAvVG93ZXItSGFtbGV0cy1Db3VuY2ls


Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts 

You can access the website here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/ 

 

We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life - https://

benjonson.wordpress.com/ 

 

Many of us have twitter accounts and we like to tweet all the amazing things your children 
do! If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the good work that 
we do. You can access twitter here https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%
5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 
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Useful links 
Tower Hamlets Holiday Childcare Scheme 
To book or for further details, access the Tower Hamlets website: https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/
education_and_learning/extra-curricular_activities/Holiday_childcare/school_holiday_schemes.aspx  
 

Foodbanks 
If you are having difficulties in buying food and other necessities, the Tower Hamlets website provides information 
about services which can help you: https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/community_and_living/
Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets/Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets_resource/Money_information_and_advice.aspx 
 

Updates on COVID-19 
For the latest information about COVID-19 visit https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 

Department for Education (DfE) Coronavirus helpline 
The DfE Coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 relating to education and childcare. 
You can contact this helpline via phone: 0800 046 8687 or email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Spring term dates 

Friday 12               

February 2021 

Last day of 

half term 

Monday 15      

February - Friday 

19 February 2021 

Half term 

holiday 

Monday 22      

February 2021 

Return to 

school 

Friday 26 March 

2020– Friday 10 

April 2021 

Easter Holi-

days  

Monday 12 April 

2021 

Return to 

school 

 

Home learning  

How can I support my child at home? 
 

We really value parents and carers roles in facilitating the learning 

being planned for by teachers. Parents and carers can support their 

children by ensuring they….. 

 

• Have access to online resources or letting the school know if this is 

not possible 

• Have a comfortable space to learn, preferably at a table and away 

from distractions 

• Have had breakfast, are dressed and ready to learn at the start of 

the school day. 

• Attend their live class Google Meet as well as any additional 

Google Meets on time. 

• Respond to teachers’ questions or feedback 

• Encourage your child to take breaks and talk to your child about 

their learning and how they are feeling. 
 

Encourage the brave, kind and curious behaviour of your child 

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/extra-curricular_activities/Holiday_childcare/school_holiday_schemes.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/extra-curricular_activities/Holiday_childcare/school_holiday_schemes.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/community_and_living/Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets/Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets_resource/Money_information_and_advice.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/community_and_living/Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets/Welcome_to_Tower_Hamlets_resource/Money_information_and_advice.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

