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Dear Parents and Carers,
At the end of a super busy half term, there are a number of ‘good news’ stories to bring you.

Assessments
This month has been dominated by the statutory assessment in Years 2 and 6. Our
pupils have been a credit to us and their attitude and effort cannot be praised
enough. We are incredibly proud of how well they have taken to the tests and the
perseverance and determination they have shown; well done!
We would also like to thank all the wonderful staff who have worked tirelessly to
support the children and who came in early to provide the children with a breakfast
each day.

RSE meetings
We are grateful for those parents who took the time to join us during our RSHE discussion, in person and on-line.
As a listening school, we have taken your feedback and already started to have further considerations for next
year. We will share more information with you about parent consultation meetings in Autumn 2022.

Mental Health Awareness
Mental health awareness week was a huge success at Ben Jonson School. Our
children were very mature in talking about this topic and designed posters to help
each other cope with loneliness and improve their mental health. The posters were
amazing! It was a difficult task to have just one winner, so we have 18! Posters can
be seen displayed around the school. School council has raised £246.68 which will go
towards the wellbeing area in the playground; more information later in the
newsletter.

Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations
In celebration of Her Majesty the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in 2022, we will be having a very
special royal themed concert and picnic on Friday 10th June. From fabulous cakes to music
throughout the decades, there will be lots of fun memories made when we come together as a
school to celebrate this momentous occasion. Please see the calendar on page 2 and the letter on
the website.

Nursery welcome meetings
Nursery meetings have taken place to welcome our new cohort of children who will be joining us in September
2022. It was wonderful to see the joy and excitement in the children’s eyes. Any parents who have been unable to
attend, please check the website for the presentation and we will be sharing more information about the nursery
open day shortly.
Have a safe and restful break, enjoy the four days of celebrations and we’ll see you
all again on Monday 6th June.
Best wishes,
Norma Marshall, Headteacher
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Monday 6th June, 11am

Sports Day for KS2 (Y3 to Y6) at Mile End Stadium

Tuesday 7th June, 1pm

Y2 Caspian trip to Stepney City Farm

Thursday 9th June, 9am

Covid 19 vaccination parent workshop; the Tower Hamlets Healthy Lives Team
and a nurse will be offering advice and information about the Covid vaccine for
children aged 5 and over.

Friday 10th June, 9am
Friday 10th June

Online safety workshop for parents of children in years 5 and 6. Advice on how to
keep your children safe whilst they use computers, mobile phones and navigate
the internet and social media.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations more information to follow
(non uniform day wear red, white or blue)

Friday 17th June

INSET day school closed for children

Tuesday 21st June

Y2 Arabian trip to Stepney City Farm

Thursday 23rd June

Sports Day for Reception and KS1 at Ben Jonson School

Friday 24th June, 9am

Coffee morning for Learning Disability Week. Join Lee-Ann and the inclusion team
to meet other parents and celebrate our children who have a learning disability.

Friday 1st July 9am-11am

Behaviour parent workshop led by the Tower Hamlets Education Wellbeing
Service.

July (date tbc)

Year 6 leavers’ show

Friday 1st July
From 3.15pm

Summer Fayre

Thursday 7th July

Non uniform day for Eid al Adha

Friday 8th July

Eid al-Adha holiday school closed

Monday 11th July (time tbc)

Parent meetings

Monday 18th July (time tbc)

Parent meetings

Tuesday 19th July

Year 6 trip to Adventure Island, Southend

Wednesday 20th July

Dental fluoride - second coating for Nursery, Reception & Year 1

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term

Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd
September

INSET days school closed for children

Monday 5th September

Children return to school
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Our Children’s learning
and trips

We are pleased to share a snapshot of our children’s learning this halfterm. Details of each year group’s curriculum can be found here:
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/curriculum

In Nursery the children are enjoying exploring and learning in the
outdoor environment. They are discovering minibeasts, learning
lots of new words so that they can talk about them and learning
to be kind and gentle to living creatures. In the mud kitchen they
are being creative making different recipes as well as working on
their physical development.

Making
models of
paper
aeroplanes in
Reception
Azure class
and dinosaur
fossils too.

In science, year 1 have been identifying different
leaves around our school – we are lucky to have so
much green space!

Children in Reception went out on their first school trip! They took their
own journey as part of their 'Journeys' topic. They walked around the
local area, spotting different vehicles and thinking about where they
might be going. It has been very exciting to enrich their learning in the
external environment.

Children in year 1 had a fabulous
trip on the cable cars for their
topic ‘Travel and Transport’. They
also travelled on the DLR and saw
boats on the River Thames.
https://youtu.be/ITD82x0Oppk

Please visit the website for term dates for 2021/22 and 2022/23
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/dates-events
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Our Eid celebrations were colourful
and joyful at Ben Jonson. On nonuniform day children enjoyed
dressing up, partying with their friends and sharing food. Thank
you for your generous contributions for the party food and drink.
Party highlights can be viewed here on YouTube https://
youtu.be/N9Mk-5pyPG8

Eid Celebrations

Reception: we put marshmallows on skewers and toasted them
in the fire pit as part of our Eid party celebrations.

Year 1 musical chairs winner!

Our parents Eid Lunch was a great success and hugely popular as ever. Parents shared
a lovely meal with their children, and staff pitched in to help with the smooth running
of the busy dining hall. Smiles on faces all round showed how much families enjoyed this special Eid event and all
the more because we hadn’t been able to celebrate together like this since 2019! We thank Lamisi and her
hardworking team for preparing and serving delicious food for so many hungry mouths.
More Eid lunch photos can be seen here: https://youtu.be/rXHM54l2xh4

Parents Eid Lunch
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Mental Health Awareness Week
During Mental Health Awareness Week we raised
awareness of the impact of loneliness on our mental
health and the practical steps we can take to address it.
This important occasion was marked by children coming to
school wearing something green and by donating 50p. We
are pleased to announce that the £246.68 raised will go
towards purchasing sensory plants and instruments for the
playground which we hope will create areas where
children can come together, to reflect, relax and engage
their senses. Thank you for your kind donations!
Throughout the week children took part in various wellbeing activities including reading, meditation, gratitude
jars and exercise writing journals. Year 3 Flores created 'Kindness Cards' filled with positive words and images to
address to each other to combat loneliness. They also read out jokes to end their day with laughter and smiles.
Competition time! Children were invited to design a poster about different ways to express how they are feeling.
The winning posters will be displayed around the school and on the school website. We are delighted to share
this great video by Year 2 children, in celebration of Mental Health Awareness Week : https://twitter.com/
BJ_Year2/status/1524767597153116169?s=20&t=eCKwTNZfmai1SMHGOkpwSg

Year 3 Tasman
created some
beautiful wellbeing
posters using the
slogan
Green Means
Growing; health =
growth.

‘How we are feeling’
- some fantastic
posters by pupils in
Year 5 Java

Thank you to the parents who joined the
Mental Health Awareness Week coffee
morning.

Year 3’s inspiring ‘Kindness Cards’
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ESOL The ESOL parents look forward to their classes
every Wednesday and Friday with their teacher Beverley.
They are making fantastic progress with their ESOL
classes and have been focussing on their reading and
writing skills.
Well done to our amazing parents, it has been incredible
to see such great participation and contributions from
our parent community.

At Ben Jonson School we created to two categories of success; Pole stars and
Constellation stars. We are delighted to share with you the children we
celebrated in a recent assembly.

Pole stars
Pole Star children shine bright –
they show us the exact way to
go through their kindness, their
bravery or their curiosity. They
do more than just good things –
they think of others and always
try to help them do the same.

Ibrahim - Azure
Brave

Musa - Caspian
Kind

Hamza - Flores

Zainab - Java

Kind

Kind

Constellation stars... Children who are constellation stars help join the dots of light together. They
understand what it means to be part of something and how to create a wonderful picture of learning, care and
friendship for other children, adults and their community.

Rafiza - Azure

Zainab S– Baffin

Zaynab M Baffin

Kind

Kind

Kind

Musa - Adriatic

Zahra - Adriatic

Safwaan - Java

Kind

Kind

Brave ,
Kind & Curious
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Azeem - Caspian
Kind

Yaqub –
Caribbean
Kind

Sarina - Flores
Kind

Zainab –
Caribbean
Kind
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Multi family Group

Sports Day Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Our ‘Magic Families’ worked as a
team to make fruit skewers. Well
done to all the families who took
part. It has been an amazing 12
weeks.

Click here to read the letter
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
viewer/719

Monday 6th June, for Years 3 and 4 from 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday 6th June, for Years 5 and 6 from 1.00pm to 3.30pm
At Mile End Stadium, 190 Burdett Road, Mile End, London, E3 4HL
Parents, carers and family members are invited to come and join in with our
Sports Day event at Mile End Stadium. The finals will take place
11.30am to 12.30pm for Years 3 and 4
2.30pm to 3.30pm for Years 5 and 6

Sports Day Years Reception, Year 1 and 2
Thursday 23rd June, for children in Reception Year 1 and Year 2
from 9.30am to 2.50pm at Ben Jonson School

Parents, carers, as well as all other family members are encouraged to come
and join in with our Sports Day at Ben Jonson School. You are asked to join us
for the finals from 2.00pm to 2.50pm; this is the allocated time for parents,
carers and family members to attend. You will need to come to the
playground via Commodore Street.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations at Ben Jonson School Friday 10th June
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children are invited to come into school wearing red, white and blue colours on Friday 10th June
A special Jubilee inspired finger food lunch will be provided by Lamisi, our Head of Kitchen
A concert for Reception to Year 6 children will take place in the playground, where each year
group will sing a song from each decade of Her Majesty’s reign
During the concert, each child will be given an ice-cream to enjoy
Morning Nursery children will enjoy a ‘Jubilee breakfast’
Afternoon Nursery children will be joined by Reception after the concert to have their picnic
in the Early Years garden. They will have ice creams too.
Details of the Family Homework will be shared in the newsletter. The Family Homework is to
design a Jubilee headdress, which the children can wear on Friday 10th June
Please provide your child with one carton of juice and one small snack for the picnic and outdoor concert
Children should be collected as usual, at the end of day.
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