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 Newsletter: Autumn 1  

October 2018  

 
Dear Parents and Carers,          31 October 2018 

It has been good getting to know many of our new families who have joined our school for the first time. In my 
meetings with you all, you have given such positive feedback about the school and how your children are 
settling in. Some of you have also given us useful feedback about how we could do things differently to ensure 
that settling into Ben Jonson can be as smooth as possible. 

School Priorities for 2018 – 2019 

At the last governing body meeting the priorities for Ben Jonson were agreed.  These priorities will shape the 
work of the school for the next year. We look at how well the school did last year and we use this information 
and data to decide on what we are doing this year. We consult with all the staff members and the governors to 
finally come up with the key priorities for the year. And here they are… 

So here are some of things we are doing for each priority: 

English 

We are revising the way we are planning for English to make sure that there is an enhanced focus on reading.  
We are continuing to refine our use of Reciprocal Teaching strategies to develop children’s reading comprehen-
sion skills. We know that most children at Ben Jonson have strong phonics knowledge and can read the words 
of most books, but some children struggle to fully understand what it is they are reading. Reciprocal Reading 
talks about the four essential keys to unlock the meaning in what the children read. These are: 

           

We are also wanting to support children reading at home. All the research shows that children who read at 
home with their families make much better progress. So please continue to encourage your children to read 
every day. If there is someone who can listen to them read and ask questions that is even better.  In KS 1 we are 
buying some new books for your child to take home at their reading level, so watch out for these in the near 
future! Every year we invest in buying new books for the school library. The school library timetable has been 
set so children can now choose a book to take home from  a wide selection of fiction and non-fiction texts. And 
then there are the libraries and Idea Stores for you and your family to visit and borrow books for free! 

Relationships and Behaviours 

We know that children behave very well at Ben Jonson and that their learning behaviours are developing all the 
time. Ofsted said this and visitors and guests in the school tell us all the time! Your children do you credit. What 
we want is to support children in becoming more confident in managing their feelings and to resolves conflicts 
more successfully by themselves. Of course there will be those incidents that merit red cards and children will 
continue to be clear about what is and what is not acceptable. But we also want them to be more independent 
in expressing how they feel when they are sad, or cross or upset.  
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During the Establishment Curriculum at the beginning of term we taught them a technique called ‘I messages’ 
which gives them a talk framework to help them express to others how they feel when their feelings are hurt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another focus of our work is on getting all the children to be even more inclusive in their play with  others, irre-
spective of their faith, background and language. We want children to celebrate their differences, to respect 
their differences and to know that they are all equal. 

Responsive feedback and planning 

Staff spend a lot of time marking children’s books and we want to make sure that this feedback is effective in 
improving your child’s learning. This is a national debate; schools all over the country and in Tower Hamlets are 
exploring this issue. We have been to other schools that are following a programme of responsive feedback and 
we have read the research. So now we feel that we are in a good place to develop how we give children feed-
back on their learning. We are using feedback journals to support how we change our lesson planning so we 
can make sure we are even better at teaching your children what they need to learn next.  This work on feed-
back is closely supported by phase leaders. We have used our year group learning reviews to talk to children, 
look at their books and to observe teaching and learning so that we can make sure this new approach is  effec-
tive. You will have an opportunity to talk to teachers at the end of term about this new approach when you 
meet them to talk about your child’s learning at the end of term. 

A personal update 

Many of you know that following my illness in April I have been waiting for surgery to complete my recovery. 
That planned surgery will take place on 20 November. Over half term I had an infection and the doctors have 
now advised that I rest and minimise my exposure to more infections, so that I can be as fit as possible for this 
surgery.  Consequently, between now and 20 November I am going to be doing some work at home (alongside 
resting) and I will come into school for specific meetings and duties during the week. If I am well I will pop into 
the playground at the end of some days to see you all. 

Immediately after surgery I will not come into school and I leave you all in the capable hands of Charlie and the 
senior leadership team. I am not sure how long I will be off after the surgery – it is too hard to guess – but at 
worst I shall be back for January 2019. If I am better before then, I might come in to visit school in the last week 
or so of this term. 

So I just want to reassure you I am really well – just following doctors’ orders to make sure I am fit for surgery. I 
want to thank you all for the messages of support and best wishes that I have         
received from you.  

Best wishes 

 

 

Monica Forty 
Headteacher  

I - message Frame       

 
I feel 

State the emotion you feel 

 
when 

Tell what caused the feeling 

 
I would like 
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Hi, I'm Rich Clensy, a new addition to the 
Governing Body at Ben Jonson. I grew up and went to 
school in Tower Hamlets and have a long connection 
with the    borough—my mum is a Headteacher at a pri-
mary school in Mile End and my brother also works in 
Tower Hamlets.  
 

I work in the world of technology, helping people access 
driving lessons and insurance. Ben Jonson is a wonderful 
school and I very much look forward to my role on the 
Governing Body and look forward to meeting more staff, 
pupils, parents and carers over the coming year. 

 
 

 

 

Our Eid lunch for children and families is an eagerly anticipated 

annual event in the Ben Jonson calendar. This year we welcomed 

150 family members into school to eat with their children. This 

was such an amazing occasion; many parents were quick to share 

their appreciation. The photographs below show the enjoyment 

and pleasure of everyone who attended. A massive thank you to Lamisi and the team in the kitchen who 

cooked over 800 meals and the food was delicious. The midday meal supervisors worked hard to ensure every-

thing ran smoothly and effectively. The inclusion team did a fantastic job in organising the whole event keep-

ing track of timing and looking after our lovely parents. Thank you to all these teams and the rest of the staff 

who helped out, which made the Eid Lunch a special occasion. Thank you to all our parents and carers who 

came to join us for a wonderful lunch.  



 

Year 5 Science project with  

undergraduates from UCL  
Professor Andreas Sella is a synthetic inorganic   

chemist, teacher of chemistry, and presenter. He 

helped to organise a project  where undergraduates 

from University College London (UCL) came to work 

with children in Year 5, looking at pollution in the     

environment.  

Year 5 pupils were able to see how equipment could 

be used to measure carbon dioxide and nitrogen lev-

els in the environment.  

Pupils shared their ideas about where they thought 

pollution may be highest in the local area and where 

equipment could be best placed to measure this.  

They used maps of the local area to select key areas.  

The undergraduates from UCL will come back in the 

new year to collect, review and share results with us. 

We are looking forward to hearing the outcomes.  

On Tuesday 10th September 2018, Year 5 pupils went to the Science Museum to explore different kinds of ma-
terials and their properties. Children explored the galleries including the ‘Wonder Lab’ and ‘Making the Modern 
World’.  
 

Some groups in Persian class got to watch the ‘Rocket Show’, to see what force makes a rocket shoot into 
space. To conclude the trip, children took part in a treasure hunt in the ‘Challenge of Materials’ gallery.   
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Caspian Class using maps to plot areas of high pollution  
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We had a fantastic time at Gilwell this year, with the Year 6 children enjoy-
ing their stay immensely. Once again we took part in a range of Gilwell led 
activities such as crate stacking, climbing wall, kayaking, raft building, 3G 
swing, archery, backwoods cooking and team building. As well as this, we 
had two fantastic cinema nights and two wonderful campfire singing     
sessions. During free time, the children’s rooms were judged through spot
-check room inspections and children were able to play a range of sports 
outside and board games inside. 
 

But all of this activity and excitement needs fuel! We had some wonderful 
meals at Gilwell courtesy of Ben and Chris our head chefs. Highlights     
included a delightful Cajun chicken and a sumptuous pasta bake. Finally, 
no Gilwell visit is complete without a hike to the delightful hill that looks 
out across London. As we took class photos and had fun on the hill, we 
reflected on another super visit. The children really excelled themselves 
and have grown immensely in terms of independence, problem solving 
and confidence. We look forward to Gilwell 2019! 
 

For more photos and a day by day breakdown of the visit, please go to the 
Blog section of the Ben Jonson website!   
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Sainsbury’s at Mile End have very kindly     
donated Lego cards and books for us to use as 
a reward initiative with some of our children!  

Riddle Corner 
Give your brain a work 

out 
 

A. If you were in a race and passed the person in 
2nd place, what place would you be in? 
 

B. What bird can lift the most?  
 

C. What is as light as a feather but even the 
strongest man in the world can’t hold it for 
long?   

Siblings with Autism Group 
Rachel will be starting a ‘siblings with autism group’ after 

the Christmas holidays! Does your child at Ben Jonson have 
a sibling with autism?  

Would they like to be part of the group? Please let a     
member of the Inclusion team, the office or Rachel know! 

Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities  

The Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities parenting programme in 

partnership with Ocean Children’s Centre commenced in September 2018 and is    

going really well!  

The course has focussed on building relationships within the family and providing 

strategies for dealing with challenging behaviours.  

We shall be facilitating another cohort after Easter 2019 – please let Lee-Ann or Dee 
know if you are interesting in attending. Creche places are limited, so please contact us soon as possible.  

Our first parent and carer SEAL session took place on 
18th October and was a huge success.  

The session was led by Ruth and Shara. The main focus 
of this meeting was to review what learning mentor 
interventions look like. 

Parents and carers took part in some activities to learn 
more about how we support children from a social and 
emotional aspect.  

Parents and carers had an opportunity to learn and 
develop skills within our workshop to practice at home. 

Dates for future interactive SEAL sessions:  
 Thursday 22nd November 2018 
 Thursday 14th March 2019 
 Thursday 2nd May 2019  
 Friday 5th July 2019  
 

SEAL = Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning 

A HUGE THANK YOU SAINSBURY’S 



 

Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways 

you can prepare your child for success—both in school and in life. When 

you make school attendance a priority, you help your child improve 

attainment at school and develop healthy life habits. Let’s try our to beat 

our target of 96%! Try your best to come in on time every day!  

Please make sure you are here at 8.55am to start the day at 9.00am. 
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Attendance Key: 

96% & above  
        
95.9% and below 

A big thank you to parents and carers for helping children settle so well 
in Reception and a reminder about maintaining great attendance!  

Class % Attendance  

R-Azure 96.1 

R-Red 96.5 

R-Yellow 95 

1-Adriatic 95.7 

1-Sargasso 93.9 

1-Ionian 96.2 

2-Coral 98.2 

2-Java 95.4 

2-Torres 97 

3-Caribbean 97.6 

3-Ross 98.8 

3-Sulu 95.8 

4-Arctic 96.8 

4-Baffin 97.6 

4-Timor 96.4 

5-Arabian 96.9 

5-Caspian 97.9 

5-Persian 98.8 

6-Aegean 97.2 

6-Flores 98.7 

6-Tasman 98.3 

Attendance  

Autumn term 1 

High Frequency Words Workshop  
Kerry ran a workshop for Reception parents and carers. 
She shared information about how we teach the com-
mon words in English, so that children can read them in 
their books.  
 

These ‘high frequency words’ make up the majority of 
the words which children read.  
 

An interesting fact...If you can read the first 100 ‘high 
frequency words’, you can read 50% of any text. 
Thank you to parents and carers for taking time to attend 
the workshop. 

Foodbank Collection  
 

A huge thank you to all par-
ents, carers and children 
who have contributed to 
this year's foodbank appeal.  
 

Children helped pack and 
box up the food, ready to 
be taken to the foodbank 
centre. 

Our wonderful teacher Helen 

has gone to have a rest before 

she has her twins!  

She had a wonderful send off 

with a fab unicorn cake made 

by Shaz and gifts from all of 

us, which were beautifully 

decorated by Afsana. 

Helen’s Twins  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/foodbank?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/foodbank?src=hash
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Autumn Dates  Event  

Thursday 8 November 2018  
9.00am Parents/Carers Curriculum Workshops - E-Safety - social media and 
internet  

Monday 12 - Friday 16 November 2018  Anti-Bullying Week  

Wednesday 14 November 2018  
9.00am Parents/Carers Curriculum Workshops - Anti-bullying policy and 
practice at Ben Jonson  

Wednesday 21 November 2018  9.00am Parents/Carers Curriculum Workshops - learning behaviours  

Thursday 29 November 2018  2.00pm Parents/ Carers Curriculum Workshops - Reception Special Books 

Monday 10 December 2018  Parents/Carers Evening  

Tuesday 11 December 2018  Parents/Carers Evening  

Friday 14 December 2018  Save the Children: Christmas Jumper Day!  

Monday 10 December Last week of after school clubs 

Tuesday 18 December 2018  Reception/Year 1 Christmas Performance  

Friday 21 December 2018  Christmas parties and last day of Autumn term  

Ash organised a Big Draw event for children    
at Ben Jonson. Children were able to release 
their artistic flair and enjoy a thoroughly exciting 
event. 
 
The Big Draw Festival is the world’s biggest cele-
bration of drawing and takes place annually in 
October. Although initiated in the UK, events 
now take place worldwide and last year there 
were events in 26 countries.  
 
It was thrilling to be a part of the Big Draw 2018! 

Family Welcome Workshops were a huge 

success with great feedback from you. This was an  
opportunity for you to meet your child’s teaching team 
and work with them on an activity for your child’s Class 
Welcome Book.  
Families helped to create a page all about their family 
life. It was a fun and creative activity for everyone. 
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 Birthday celebrations in school 
As we are a Healthy School, we would just like to remind you about the policy on 
celebrating birthdays. We understand that some of you may like to bring in a 
treat for your child to share with their class, although there is no obligation to do 
this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated with a song, a game or a story.  If you 
would like to bring in a small treat, these are the items that we can accept:  

 fruit kebabs  
 small fairy cakes (not iced) 
 a fun sized chocolate bar which does not contain nuts such as Mars or 

Milky Way 
 a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do not          

contain nuts (such as Heroes)  
 
We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who suffer 
from allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and also the fact 
that the school day is already very busy. We are also a nut-free school and for 
these reasons we cannot accept the following items, which will have to be re-
turned to parents if brought to school:  

 party sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up 
 chocolates that contain nuts (such as Celebrations, Quality Street or     

Lindor)   
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 

                       Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts 

You can access the website by clicking here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/ 

We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog by 

clicking here - https://benjonson.wordpress.com/ 

Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter accounts and we like 
to tweet all the amazing things your children do! I like the thought of people all over the world know-
ing how great Ben Jonson is. If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the 
good work that we do. You can access twitter by clicking here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?

ParentPay Please sign up for your ParentPay account using 

the registration letter you received last academic year.   

Since September the school no longer accepts any cash pay-

ments. All payments for trips and clubs will need to be made via 

ParentPay.  If you have misplaced your letter, please contact the 

school office to request a copy.  

Thank you to all parents who have already registered 

on ParentPay. 30% of all families have made a contribution, 

which means we have raised over £1000 to spend on trips and 

workshops for children so far! 

TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 29th October INSET Day 

Tuesday 30 October  Return to school 

Friday 21 Dec 2018  Last day of term  

Monday 24 Dec 2018 - 
Friday 4 Jan 2019 

Christmas Holidays  

Monday 7 January 2019 Return to school  

Monday 18th—Friday 
22nd February 2019 

Half-term  

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

