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 Newsletter: Summer 1 

May 2019  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Even though this is a short half-term, it always ends up being very busy and full. We have managed to squeeze 
in a lot of events and you can read about many of them in this newsletter. 

The children in Year 6 took part in the SATs tests last week. I have to say that, even though some of the tests 
were challenging, your children did you proud. I was so impressed with the way they approached this week. 
They were calm, ready and focussed. So thank you to parents and carers for helping your children be prepared 
for this   experience. I must also say a huge ‘thank you’ to the Year 6 team of teachers and teaching assistants 
and members of the senior leadership team who have worked hard with the Year 6 pupils in class and in boost-
er lessons. I would also like to thank Lamisi and her team in the kitchen for providing a good breakfast for all the 
children every day they had their test.  So, as we wait for the results (in the second week of July) we can focus 
on getting ready for Year 6 to leave Ben Jonson primary. Already we are eagerly awaiting the annual production 
of the Year 6 show. I wonder what the show will be this year! 

Year 5 have sat their tests for the Local Authority. These tests are used in preparation for going to secondary 
school in September 2020. They too have conducted themselves very well and well-done to the Year 5 team for 
getting the children ready. 

Statutory assessments in Year 2 are a mixture of tests and teacher assessments. The tests were completed over 
the last two weeks, with a range of support staff helping the children. The teachers will complete the teacher 
assessments over the next month and a half. The phonics screening test is after half-term for Year 1 and some 
of Year 2. In Reception the staff members are beginning to draw together their observations to make their end 
of Early Years assessments.  

The rest of the school will take their tests and assessments after half-term in time for the annual children’s    
reports to be written and the parent conferences. After taking feedback from parents, carers and teachers we 
have drawn up a new report format (for Year 1 upwards). It will be good to have your feedback about how    
accessible these reports are, so we can further improve them. 

It is that time of year again when we remind you all about our annual Summer Fair on Friday 5 July. This year 
we are going to raise money for areas identified by our school council and the focus is on raising money to    
support play in the school playgrounds. We will be asking for support from parents and carers closer to the 
event, so watch out for the ways you might be able to help. We look forward to welcoming you and raising lots 
of money for our school! 

Two members of school council (Anzuma from Aegean and Iqra from Tasman) gave an impressive pitch to the 
senior leadership team (SLT) for the most popular ideas for improving their playground experiences. As a result 
we are going to look at employing someone to do physical activities with the children at lunch time. Sadia (in 
Artic) had an idea about having large clocks in the playground. We loved this idea and the clocks have been   
ordered. 

For those of you who are fasting I wish you a blessed Ramadan. We look forward to seeing you all (rested and 
well) on Monday 23 June for the second half of the summer term. 

 

Best wishes, 

                                                           

 

 

Monica Forty, Headteacher            



  

 

 

 

Dr Iain Saville CBE has been a much valued governor at Ben Jonson Primary school since 2006. He has held a 
number of positions on the governing body such as Vice Chair of Governors and Chair of the Resources Com-
mittee.  

After 13 years of tireless commitment and service to the governing body and, therefore the school, Iain has de-
cided it is time to spend his spare time on other pursuits close to his heart such as travelling, singing and spend-
ing time with his family. 

Iain completed his doctorate in Theoretical Physics at Oxford and he had a varied career 
for 25 years at the Bank of England.  He used his considerable skills and expertise to 
support the strategic development of Ben Jonson.  

Phil and I, in particular, will miss his keen scrutiny of the budget and how we spend 
money in the school.  

Being a governor is a significant voluntary commitment and I am very grateful that Iain 
had managed to find time to continue his role as governor amongst his other non-
executive director roles and his recreational pursuits.  

I am sure you will all join me in thanking him for his service to the school and wishing 
him well for the future. 
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Year 1 Adriatic and Ionian had a fantastic opportunity to visit Pizza Express in Canary Wharf where each child 
made their very own Margherita pizza! As well as learning to make pizzas the children were able to link this   
excursion to literacy, as the classes have been focusing on the story The Runaway Pizza.  
 
The children took their delicious pizzas home to share with their families and we’re sure Sargasso class are       
looking forward to their trip to Pizza Express on the 25 June. 

 



  

 

 

 

 
Recently Year 5 invited parents and carers to experience a showcase of their learning about World War II. Chil-
dren read aloud their stories and diaries from the point of view of an evacuee child. In addition they shared 
World War II themed dances that dramatized taking refuge in shelters during air raids and expressed the fears 
and dangers of living through the war.  
The children really enjoyed the opportunity to share everything they 
learned with their families and are really thankful to all who came to 
watch.  
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Lunchtime play - school council update 

School Council have continued to work on improving play during 
lunchtime. Two of our Year 6 school councillors, Anzuma and Iqra attend-
ed a recent SLT meeting where they presented their number one idea for 
play at Ben Jonson - a range of different active lunchtime clubs, including 
karate.  

SLT were impressed with their presentation and oracy skills, and we hope 
to put these ideas into action after half-term. Lots has been happening 

with lunchtime play recently and this will add and increase our current provision. Monica has also agreed that 
we can have a playground clock, (another School Council idea), so we never need to be late for school again!  



 

Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful 
ways you can prepare your child for success - both in school and in life. 
When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child im-
prove attainment at school and develop healthy life habits. The follow-
ing figures show how attendance percentages equate to actual days 
missed from school: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Even meeting the 96% target means a child has missed 8 days in the 
year. Let’s try to beat our target of 96%! Try your best to come in on 
time every day!  
 

Please make sure you are here at 8.55am to start the day at 9.00am. 
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Attendance Key: 

96% & above  
        
95.9% and below 

Riddle Corner - Give your 
brain a work out 

A . When things go wrong, what can 
you always count on?  
 

B. What’s black and white and blue? 
 

C. Many have heard 
me, but no one has 
seen me, and I will 
not speak back until 
spoken to.  
What am I?  

Siblings with Autism Group 

Our siblings with autism group has had a few sessions now, and 
the children are really enjoying learning more about their brother 
or sister’s autism. We have had a guest from Phoenix School who 
came to answer some of our questions about autism, and we are 
going to visit Phoenix after the half term where some of our    
siblings have brothers and sisters.  

Strengthening Families,  

Strengthening Communities  
 

The Strengthening Families, Strengthen-
ing Communities (SFSC) parenting        
programme in partnership with Ocean 
Children’s Centre has started its second 
programme this year. Parents are enjoying 
the sessions so far and we look forward to 

updating you further upon their graduation.  

The course has focussed on building relationships within the family and 
providing strategies for dealing with challenging behaviours.  

We shall be facilitating another cohort starting in September 2019 at 
Ben Jonson. Please let Lee-Ann or Dee know if you are interested in 
attending.   

Unfortunately we are unable to provide a crèche for this course. 

Class % Attendance  

R-Azure 94.0 

R-Red 92.5 

R-Yellow 95.0 

1-Adriatic 94.0 

1-Sargasso 93.1 

1-Ionian 93.0 

2-Coral 95.2 

2-Java 92.9 

2-Torres 93.8 

3-Caribbean 94.9 

3-Ross 93.8 

3-Sulu 96.2 

4-Arctic 97.5 

4-Baffin 96.0 

4-Timor 97.9 

5-Arabian 96.6 

5-Caspian 98.1 

5-Persian 94.3 

6-Aegean 98.0 

6-Flores 95.4 

6-Tasman 95.9 

 100%   -  no days lost 
 97.5%  -  1 week lost 
 95%     -  2 weeks lost  
 92.5%  -  3 weeks lost 
 90%     -  4 weeks lost 
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Date Events / key dates 

Monday 3 June  Children return to school 

Tuesday 4 June  Eid-al-fitr/ INSET day - School Closed 

Wednesday 5 June  Eid-al-fitr/ INSET day - School Closed 

Thursday 6 June KS2 Sports Day at Mile End Stadium. Parents invited to attend from 1.30pm - 3.00pm  

Monday 10 June  Phonics screening checks  -  Years 1 and 2 

Tuesday 11 June  9.00am Parent /carer meeting: Years 3 and 4 Sex and Relationships Education 

Tuesday 11 June  Year 2 Coral trip to Great Portland Street Synagogue 

Tuesday 11 June 5.45pm - 6.45pm Royal Institution family lecture  

Wednesday 12 June 9.00am Parent /carer meeting: Years 1 and 2 Sex and Relationships Education 

Thursday 13 June 9.00am Parent /carer meeting: Years 5 and 6 Sex and Relationships Education 

Thursday 13 June 2.15pm Reception Special Books meeting 

Friday 14 June Year 5 Singing performance at Cadogan Hall 

Monday 17 June  Year 4 multiplication tests this week 

Monday 17 June  Reception Azure trip to Thames Barrier Park 

Tuesday 18 June 9.00am Parent/ carer meeting:  Restorative justice and behaviour guidance 

Tuesday 18 June Year 2 Java trip to Great Portland Street Synagogue 

Wednesday 19 June School photos day - Class groups 

Wednesday 19 June Year 2 Torres trip to Great Portland Street Synagogue 

Thursday 20 June Reception/KS1 Sports Day 

Friday 21 June Reception Yellow trip to Thames Barrier Park 

Monday 24 June  Math's Enterprise Week 

Tuesday 25 June  Year 1 Sargasso trip to Pizza Express, Canary Wharf 

Thursday 27 June 9.00am Parent/ carer meeting: Year 5 secondary transfer 

Monday 1 July  INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2 July Year 2 Coral trip to the National Portrait Gallery 

Tuesday 2 July Reception health screening check this week 

Tuesday 2 July 11.00am - 2.30pm Reception Azure trip to Victoria Park with parents 

Wednesday 3 July Year 2 Torres trip to the National Portrait Gallery 

Wednesday 3 July 11.00am - 2.30pm Reception Yellow trip to Victoria Park with parents 

Thursday 4 July  11.00am - 2.30pm Reception Red trip to Victoria Park with parents 

Friday 5 July Year 6 secondary transfer day 

Friday 5 July 3.30pm -  4.30pm Summer Fair 

Monday 8 July Parent/ carer meetings 

Tuesday 9 July Parent/ carer meetings 

Tuesday 9 July Year 2 Java trip to the National Portrait Gallery 

 More dates continued on next page 
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If you would like to hold your own 

stall selling food, arts and crafts, 

cakes etc. please enquire at the 

office. A small fee will apply. 

Friday 5 July 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Please donate quality toys, 

games and books in good condi-

tion/clean to the school office 

by Wednesday 3 July. 

Raffle tickets will be on sale 

in the playground soon! 

1st Prize - mountain bike     

 

Ben Jonson Primary 

School’s 

 

Date Events / key dates (continued) 

Tuesday 9 July Year 5 Aegean trip to the Soanes Centre 

Wednesday 10 July Year 5 Caspian and Persian trip to the Soanes Centre 

Thursday 11 July SEND Chalkwell seaside trip 

Friday 12 July Transition Morning -  Children with new teachers in new classrooms 

Tuesday 16 July Year 6 Leavers’ Show (time tbc) 

Thursday 18 July  Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly PM (time tbc) 

Tuesday 23 July Last day of term 

Visit the school website for the latest term dates and events information:  
https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/dates-events  

https://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/dates-events
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Birthday celebrations in school - update 
We can no longer accept a box of Heroes chocolates because they now include a 
small double decker which contains nuts. We understand that some of you may 
like to bring in a treat for your child to share with their class, although there is no 
obligation to do this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated with a song, a game or a 
story.  If you would like to bring in a small treat, these are the items that we can 
accept:  

 fruit kebabs  
 small fairy cakes (not iced) 
 a fun sized chocolate bar which does not contain nuts such as Mars or 

Milky Way 
 a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do not          

contain nuts.  
 

We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who suffer from 
allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and also the fact that the 
school day is already very busy. We are also a nut-free school and for these rea-
sons we cannot accept the following items, which will have to be returned to par-
ents if brought to school:  

 party sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up 
 chocolates that contain nuts (such as Heroes, Celebrations, Quality Street 

or Lindor)  

                      Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts 

You can access the website by clicking here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/ 

We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog by clicking 

here - https://benjonson.wordpress.com/ 

Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter accounts and we like to tweet 
all the amazing things your children do! I like the thought of people all over the world knowing how great Ben 
Jonson is. If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the good work that we do. You 
can access twitter by clicking here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%
5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

Gilwell 2019  
Thank you to those Year 5 parents who have paid in full or 
have started to make contributions for the Gilwell residential 
trip. Please ensure you have made all payments by the end of 
the Summer term.  

£7 contribution for trips and workshops  
A reminder to parents/carers who have not yet registered for 
ParentPay or made their £7 contribution yet, please can you 
do this as soon as possible. Without this generous contribu-
tion from you we would not be able to offer the wide range of 
trips and experiences for children across all year groups. 
Please contact the school office if you need help with             
registering on ParentPay.  

UPDATED INSET/OCCASSIONAL DAYS 
 

TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 24 May  Last day of half term  

Monday 27 May – Friday 
31 May 

Half term holiday 

Monday 3 June Return to school  

Tuesday 4 June  
Eid al-Fitr / INSET 
school closed 

Wednesday 5 June  
Eid al- Fitr / INSET 
school closed 

Monday 1 July 
INSET Day          
school  closed  

Tuesday 23 July  
Last day of summer 
term  

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
https://benjonson.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

