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 Newsletter: Summer 2 

July 2019  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

And so we arrive at the end of another academic year at Ben Jonson. What a busy and great year it has been. 
The school and the children have achieved so much since September. This was so evident at the recent parent 
conference meetings – one of the times I enjoy most in the school year. I love to see whole families coming in to 
school to talk with the class teacher about how well their child is doing. In every case this year I saw parents and 
children smiling and laughing as they came out of these meetings, pleased with the progress their children had 
made. 

In our newsletter you will see articles and pictures about lots of school events held this year. The Summer Fair 
was such a triumph! Well done to Charlie and the team for organising it and a huge thank you to parents and 
carers who ran stalls or provided food. Special thanks should be given to the hundreds of you who supported 
the fair – we made £1,500 in one hour! This money will be used to enhance play opportunities in the school 
playground.  

The two sports days were great – we were lucky with the weather. It was so good to see the staff and parents 
races so hotly contested. There is a fantastic film of the sports days if you go to the media section on the school 
website.  

Another big event this year was our school celebration of Mrs Daley’s 40 years of service to Ben Jonson. We 
held a surprise party for her and lots of her friends from the past came to celebrate with us. 

Saying goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children 

As usual this has been a busy time for Year 6 as they have been preparing to say goodbye.  Last Tuesday we 
were treated to the Year 6 Leavers’ show, ‘Matilda!’ The Year 6 Leavers’ show is a major event of the year and it 
was certainly worth the wait. The script was well written as usual and it made us laugh, cry, shout out and feel a 
huge sense of pride. The children confidently performed their parts – we could hear every word and we will  
remember most of the characters for a very long time! The dancing just gets better – it was innovative and so 
sharp. The whole of Year 6, in the middle of the show, played and sang a song. The quality of the musicianship 
and singing was so good and provided the perfect backdrop to the story being played out in front of us.  

The performance was attended by so many parents and carers that there was standing room only! Thank you 
for being such a wonderful audience. It makes the performance all the more special when the children know 
their family are in the audience watching! Tahir tells me that the performance will be uploaded on the Ben    
Jonson website by Friday 26 July. So make sure you log on and watch it – especially those of you who do not 
have children in Year 6 at present. You have it all to look forward to! 



 

On Friday we had our farewell assembly for the Year 6 children. We watched a special film made by Year 6       
children and staff saying goodbye to Ben Jonson. Each child walked down the red carpet to collect their Year 6 
yearbook from Aaron, Paul and Emily. The yearbook is a gift for each Year 6 child from all of us here at Ben     
Jonson. Within the pages of this book they will find memories, friends, profiles of classmates, messages from 
staff members, photographs of themselves and all their dreams, hopes and ambitions.  As they walked down the 
aisle the screen showed a montage of photographs of them and their families taken at the end of the leavers’ 
show. Nashita and Nada gave speeches on behalf of the whole year group. After the assembly all the children 
collected messages from friends and staff members inside their yearbook. If you go to our website you can see 
the montage of photographs that was shown. Enjoy! 
 

Saying Goodbye 

 

We are holding a special assembly on the last day of term to say our goodbyes to the members of staff leaving 
this term. Each person leaving gets a special gift from the school – a portrait of themselves painted by a child. 
We are not saying a permanent goodbye to Simon. He is going to have a year spending time with his son and  
enjoy watching him grow up. We also will be wishing Alice all the best as she goes on maternity leave at the end 
of this term. Sabina has decided not to return after her maternity leave so we will be saying farewell to her in the 
assembly on Friday. I know that you will join with me in wishing these members of staff all the best for the      
future. In the first newsletter of the new academic year I will introduce the new members of staff joining Ben 
Jonson. 

We received some very sad news on Friday. John Clark, who was an assistant headteacher at Ben Jonson 7 years 
ago, died peacefully with family and friends around him. There will be some of you who might recall him still. 
Many members of staff at Ben Jonson remember him with great affection.  John was a kind and good man and 
we will miss him. We will be writing to his family, on behalf of the school community, to offer our condolences 
and to say that his teaching and his presence touched the lives of many children. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your continuing support and for everything you do for your children. The 
school is a much better place for having you all as parents and carers. I remain proud to be part of such a great 
community. Have a great summer with your children. I wish ‘Eid Mubarak’ to those of you celebrating Eid ul   
Adha in the middle of August. I look forward to seeing you all at the start of the new academic year on Wednes-
day 4 September.  
 

Best wishes, 

                                                         

 

 

Monica Forty, Headteacher            

Staff Full Name Date leaving                  Role 

Abida Suraiya April 2019 TA 

Yasmin Kamaly June 2019 HLTA 

Matthew Pearce   June 2019 TA 

Sapphire Duerden August 2019 TA 

Syeda Begum August 2019 TA 

Farzana Akhter  August 2019 TA 

Masuma Begum August 2019 Class Teacher 

Kathryn Butler-Jones August 2019 Class Teacher 
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Many thanks to Rasna, one of our breakfast club supervisors, for yet again cooking a 
selection of tasty savoury foods. We much appreciate the generosity of the following 
parents who contributed delicious homemade food to the fair: Sabina mum to Deen; 
Wafa, mum to Rawaan, Retaaj and Remaas;  Deca, mum to Abdulahi, Amira and 
Saara; Baya, mum to Mosab and Ayman; Helen, mum to Imaani and Zaki. Thanks also 
to City of Paris restaurant which generously donated some curries and deserts.  Our 
food offer would not be the same without Limisi’s provision of burgers. We thank 
Limisi and her team for their efforts. 

On Friday 5 July, children and their families, together with 
Ben Jonson staff enjoyed a fantastic fundraising afternoon at 
our Summer Fair.  Parents brought in delicious homemade 
foods, teachers organised game stalls and the bouncy castle 
yet again proved to be a star attraction. The raffle draw was a 
tense but exiting moment and some  children were lucky 
enough to take home amazing prizes including a brand new 
bike! Thank you to all who supported the fair and helped to 
raise £1500! 
A special thank you to all the organisations who helped make 
our raffle such a success by donating amazing prizes: Genesis 
Cinema, Hollywood Bowl, Nandos, Pizza GOGO, Red Box, 
Revolution Karting, Starbucks, Sweet, The Coffee Room, The 
Pizza Room, Wok & Grill and ZAPspace.  



  

 

 

 

This year Sports Day was spread across two days with KS2 attending Mile End   
Stadium and KS1’s events taking place in the familiar surroundings of Ben Jonson.  
On both days, we were lucky to have the sun beaming down as children              
competed in a variety of track and field events. Pupils taking part in the finals for 
each event were passionately cheered on by their peers, parents and carers. To 
conclude the sports days, we had the luxury of the super competitive parents/
carers races which didn’t fail to impress; we appreciate your energetic efforts and 
for being fantastic role models. Thanks to all who came to support the children's 
races. 
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Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful 
ways you can prepare your child for success - both in school and in life. 
When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child      
improve attainment at school and develop healthy life habits.  
The following figures show how attendance percentages equate to   
actual days missed from school: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even meeting the 96% target means a child has missed 8 days in the 
year. Let’s try to beat our target of 96%!  
 

Try your best to come in on time every day!  
 

Please make sure you are here at 8.55am to start the day at 9.00am. 
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Attendance Key: 
96% & above          
95.9% and below 

100% Attendance trip to 
Genesis Cinema 

Children who achieved 100% attend-
ance for the year were treated to a 
trip to Genesis cinema. The children 
went to a showing of Toy Story 4 and 
enjoyed popcorn and juice too.    

This trip is a reward to 
the children who come 
to school every day. 
Well done everyone! 
 

Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities  
 

To mark the end of this term’s Strengthening Families Strengthening Communi-
ties course we held a celebration with parents.  

We are proud of all their efforts and were pleased to distribute certificates. Two 
parents received certificates of participation and six parents received certificates 
of completion. We were especially impressed that two of our parents spoke at an 
event hosted by the children’s centre to publicise their experiences of the course 
– they were amazing!  

Our next Strengthening Families Strengthening Communities course will start in 
January 2020. Watch this space for further details. 

Class % Attendance  

R-Azure 93.4 

R-Red 92.6 

R-Yellow 93.1 

1-Adriatic 93.3 

1-Sargasso 93.4 

1-Ionian 92.6 

2-Coral 96.2 

2-Java 95.0 

2-Torres 96.0 

3-Caribbean 95.9 

3-Ross 96.3 

3-Sulu 95.7 

4-Arctic 96.1 

4-Baffin 95.5 

4-Timor 95.2 

5-Arabian 96.2 

5-Caspian 97.3 

5-Persian 97.0 

6-Aegean 97.0 

6-Flores 96.0 

6-Tasman 96.2 

 100%   -  no days lost 
 97.5%  -  1 week lost 
 95%     -  2 weeks lost  
 92.5%  -  3 weeks lost 
 90%     -  4 weeks lost 
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Year 5 had a fantastic time pond dipping at the Soanes Centre. Using water nets 
and trays the children collected a variety of aquatic flora and fauna. Afterwards 
they identified and classified these plants and animals using magnifying glasses 
and picture charts. The children were lucky enough to find a newt and really en-
joyed being biologists for the day! 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate Eid, children arrived at school in their splendid party clothes in readiness for their parties with their 
teachers. The sharing of delicious food, together with the festivities of Eid ensured a joyful start to the final term 
at Ben Jonson. 

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/liveblog/1148898764704407552_0.jpg
http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/liveblog/1148912266064084993_1.jpg


 

Birthday celebrations in school - update 

We can no longer accept a box of Heroes chocolates because they now include a 
small double decker which contains nuts. We understand that some of you may 
like to bring in a treat for your child to share with their class, although there is no 
obligation to do this as everyone’s birthday is celebrated with a song, a game or a 
story.  If you would like to bring in a small treat, these are the items that we can 
accept:  

 Fresh fruit, including fruit kebabs  
 small fairy cakes (not iced) 
 a fun sized chocolate bar which does not contain nuts such as Mars or 

Milky Way 

 a small pack of Maltesers or a small box of chocolates which do not          
contain nuts.  

 

We do have to consider very carefully the health risks to children who suffer from 
allergies, our commitment to promoting a healthy diet and also the fact that the 
school day is already very busy. We are also a nut-free school and for these rea-
sons we cannot accept the following items, which will have to be returned to par-
ents if brought to school:  

 party sweets, lollipops or large cakes that require cutting up 

 chocolates that contain nuts (such as Heroes, Celebrations, Quality Street 

                      Ben Jonson Website, Blog and Twitter Accounts 

You can access the website here - http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/ 

We have the BJ blog that is very quick to cover aspects of Ben Jonson life. You can access the blog here - https://
benjonson.wordpress.com/ 

Then of course there is our Ben Jonson twitter presence. Many of us have twitter accounts and we like to tweet 
all the amazing things your children do! I like the thought of people all over the world knowing how great Ben 
Jonson is. If you have a twitter account please follow us and help to publicise all the good work that we do. You 
can access twitter here -https://twitter.com/BenJonsonSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%
7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

Gilwell 2019  
Thank you to those Year 5 parents who have paid in full or 
have started to make contributions for the Gilwell residential 
trip. Please ensure you have made all payments by the end of 
September. 
£7 contribution for trips and workshops  
A reminder to parents/carers who have not yet registered for 
ParentPay or made their £7 contribution, please can you do 
this as soon as possible. Without this generous contribution 
from you we would not be able to offer the wide range of 
trips and experiences for children across all year groups. 
Please contact the school office if you need help with             
registering on ParentPay.  

 

TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 04 September 
2019 

Return to school 

Monday 21 October 2019 -
Friday 25 October 2019 

Half term holiday 

Monday 28 October 2019 Inset day 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 Return to School 

Friday 20 December 2019 Last day of term 

Monday 23 December 2019 
- Friday 03 January 2020 

Christmas holiday 

Monday 06 January 2020 Return to school 
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Lunchtime play - school council update 

 Royal Institution science workshops 
 

On Tuesday 11 June, Ben Jonson welcomed the Royal 
Institution back to the school. The Royal Institution is a 
prestigious science organisation that was formed 200 
years ago by the Royal Society to educate the public in 
science.  

Ben Jonson has worked with the Royal Institution on  
numerous occasions in the past and we are delighted to 
continue to develop a very fruitful relationship.   

Dan (the presenter) brought the Feel The Power show to Years 3,4,5 and 6 during the day, before working 
with and inspiring the Ben Jonson teachers and teaching assistants during our staff meeting.  

After school, we welcomed over 130 parents, carers and family members back into school for the family show, 
where Dan demonstrated even more amazing science! A Fantastic day was had by all! 

View our video here: http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/events/royal-institution-workshop 
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The school council has been working hard on lunchtime play ideas and will be work-
ing alongside the ‘Playground Ambassadors’, (a new learning mentor initiative), mid-
day meal supervisors and managers to facilitate changes in lunchtime play.  

To allow for greater variation of games at lunchtimes, the cage will be divided to   
allow non-football games to take place.  

In addition the school council are seeking secret skills of other staff members,         
together with midday meals supervisors, to lead games at lunchtimes.  

And finally as a result of a school council initiative three ‘easy read’ clocks will be  
displayed in the playground soon. Keep your eyes ‘peeled!’ 

http://www.benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/events/royal-institution-workshop


 

 

 

Our trip to sunny Chalkwell Beach was a great opportunity for parents, 
carers and staff to come together to celebrate their child’s achievement. 
This was our way of saying thank you to the children, parents, carers 
and staff for working together as a team. The children had such fun pad-
dling in the sea, building sandcastles and racing paper boats. No trip to 
the beach would be complete without a picnic so of course we shared delicious savoury and sweet treats. We 
were lucky to be joined by one of our governors, Lynne Roberts, who was a great help and support on the day. 
Thank you to everyone for making the trip so special. 

Ben Jonson Newsletter    July 2019   Summer 2    Page 9 



Ben Jonson Newsletter    July 2019   Summer 2    Page 10 

Date Event 

Monday 02 September 2019 INSET Day 1 - school closed 

Tuesday 03 September 2019 INSET Day 2 - school closed 

Tuesday 10 September 2019 9.00am Year 6 secondary transfer meeting 

Monday 16 September 2019 9.00am Year 5 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Tuesday 17 September 2019 2.45pm Reception phonics workshop 

Tuesday 17 September 2019 9.00am Year 1 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Wednesday 18 September 2019 9.00am Year 2 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Thursday 19 September 2019 Eid-al-Adha event 

Monday 23 September 2019 9.00am - Year 6 secondary transfer online workshop (Persian class) 

Monday 23 September 2019 9.00am Year 4 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Tuesday 24 September 2019 9.00am Year 3 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Tuesday 24 September 2019 9.00am - Year 6 secondary transfer online workshop (Arabian class) 

Wednesday 25 September 2019 9.00am parents/carers coffee morning ‘The term ahead’ with Monica, 
Muslimah, Ebru and Paul 

Thursday 26 September 2019 9.00am Year 6 welcome meeting for parents/carers/children 

Thursday 26 September 2019 9.00am - Year 6 secondary transfer online workshop (Caspian class) 

Friday 27 September 2019 Foodbank collection of donations 

Monday 30 September 2019 School photos (individual photos) 

Thursday 03 October 2019 Parents/carers welcome party for all Reception parents/carers  

Monday 07 October 2019 Year 6 trip to Gilwell (Monday to Friday) 
Thursday 10 October 2019 2.45pm Reception high frequency words workshop  (Charlie and Kerry) 

Monday 21 October 2019 Half Term 

Monday 28 October 2019 Inset Day 3 - school closed 

Thursday 07 November 2019 9.00am parents/carers curriculum workshops - E-safety  (Jan) 

Wednesday 20 November 2019 9.00am parents/carers curriculum workshops - restorative justice and 
learning behaviours (Charlie and Monica) 

Thursday 28 November 2019 2pm parents/carers Reception curriculum workshops (special books) 

Friday 13 December 2019 Christmas jumper day! 

Tuesday 17 December 2019 Reception Christmas performance 

Friday 20 December 2019 Christmas parties/ last day of term 
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