Joining reception classes in September 2020

Introduction

Charlie Gorman –
Deputy headteacher;
Early Years Phase Leader

Welcome to Ben Jonson!
These are extraordinary times to be starting
school. The coronavirus pandemic has affected the
whole of society in many ways not least how
schools run.
From the outset of your child’s entry in to school, I
want to reassure you that your child’s safety and
their social and emotional development are our
primary concern.
You will have many questions to ask, some of
which will not be answered in this introduction to
school. Please be assured we will make time to
answer any questions you have and be available as
school starts in September to work with you to
give you as much information as you need.
Positively we believe we will be able to open to
new pupils starting from Thursday 3rd September
in a staggered intake as normal.
This presentation is designed to be a starting point
for you as you think, with your child, about the
starting school at Ben Jonson in September.

Starting school in a time of
Covid-19
Ben Jonson looks quite different at the moment when compared to this time last year.
We currently have 50% of the children in Reception taught in 4 separate class ‘bubbles’
with 10 children in each bubble. None of these bubbles mix but each bubble still enjoys a
well-planned and delivered early years curriculum. Children are happy and delighted to be
back at school and most importantly delighted to be learning again.
Today (2 July) we received government guidance on what schools should be doing in
September. Whilst there is still some work to do to flesh out exactly what school will look
like, it is clear we will revert to classes of 30 but those classes will still operate as ‘bubbles’
not mixing with the other classes in a number of situations.
What follows in this presentation is our view of the reception classes as they were before
lockdown and what we hope to move towards as quickly as possible but it is inevitable
that we will have to make small changes as we go along in order to meet the requirements
government have placed on us.
We have maintained our commitment to sound early years principles and high quality
education in reception throughout the Covid-19 pandemic and look forward to the new
year with your children.

Settling your child in
September
 We will have a ‘staggered intake’. This

means:
 Small groups of children (no more

than 6 a day) starting each day over
the first two weeks
 Children do a half day (including
lunch) on day 1 and then are full-time
from day 2

 This allows us time for relationships to

be built and new experiences to be
supported
 Please let us know if you have any
special requests regarding settling

Classrooms

We have three classes
 Azure Class
 Red Class
 Yellow Class
Each class will have 30 children and the class lists
have been thought through using information from
our feeder nurseries to take account of friendship
and individual needs.
Children will be able to use the classrooms in a
similar way as they did when they were at nursery
but you will notice that more structured times begin
to appear in their day once they have settled in to
school life.
Our key focus in autumn is children’s social and
emotional development (settling into school life);
communication and language development; a focus
on developing a love of story; introduction to
reading through a focus on phonics (reading using
sounds) and basic understanding of how books
work.

The importance of attendance
and punctuality
 It will be understandable if families are particularly
vigilant about their child’s health
 Please remember that young children often do get
temperatures. Please check their temperature if
they are unwell and do not send them to school if
their temperature is above 97.8⁰
 Hopefully they will stay well and healthy and are
able to come to school every day as good habits
start early and regular daily attendance is
important so that children do not miss out on
important learning.
 School start times will be communicated with
parents once we have a clear guide from
government. Please be on time.
 Impact of poor attendance on attainment
 Phonics learning builds daily
 0nly 28% of children with attendance below

90% achieve end of year outcomes

Application for free school
meals

 School dinners currently free for all primary
aged children – why do I need to apply?
 Many people’s situation has changed due to
the pandemic and many more families have

had to apply for benefits
 If you have had to apply for benefits it
means the school is able to apply for a Pupil
Premium grant to schools – worth £1300 per
child to the school
 A member of the school team may already
have checked this with you but if your
situation changes please let us know
 This grant pays for
 Extra staff
 Extra resources

Photo/ video permission
 We will ask you to sign a form to









give us permission to use your
child’s image in school for a
number of purposes
We use photos and videos as a
daily part of learning
Images can only be used within
school, school website and on
school promotional materials
Names of children will never be
used on website
This permission is voluntary
Please let us know if you want to
discuss this further

Local area trips permission
 In reception small scale

visits out of school are a
regular part of school life.
 Children may go on trips to
local park or supermarket to
buy food stuffs for cooking.
 Trips that go further afield
will ask for written
permission from parents/
carers.

Frequently asked questions
 How is the school day organised?
 Children arrive at school and after washing their hands have a carpet session







before a phonics session
Children then have a mixture of adult-led and child-led activities through the
morning
Before lunch children wash their hands
We will let parents know arrangements for lunch once government has shared
their guidance with us
There are shared reading session, maths sessions and outdoor play times also.
The day always finishes with storytime before children wash their hands for the
final time before they prepare to go home

 How are visits to the toilets managed?
 Children will be supervised on their trips to the toilets to ensure they are safe
and also that they carefully wash their hands

Frequently asked questions
What should my child bring to school?
 Please provide a bag for children to take books, letters, spare clothes etc.
School book bags are available to purchase.
 Children should wear trainers to school and wear school uniform. When a
child does PE we do not make them change in the Autumn and Spring
term. A PE kit will be needed for the summer term.
 If you know that your child sometimes has difficulty remembering to go to
the toilet, please send in a clearly labelled set of clothes for them to be
changed into. We also have a store of clothes for children to change into
in case of accidents.

Frequently asked questions
 What are the arrangements for lunch/ healthy schools guidance?

 All children receive a free school meal (even if you are not eligible under

the criteria from Benefits)
 If your child has a food allergy please let us know. We can arrange for this
to be taken into consideration and an appropriate meal to be provided.
 We are a healthy school and the meals provided follow strict guidelines in
terms of health and nutrition.
 We ask parents to let their children have school lunches as we feel this is
an important part of their development. Please discuss with us if you want
your child to have packed lunches from home. Any packed lunch should be
a healthy lunch and follow school guidelines (see our website for
information about Healthy Schools)

Breakfast club and after-school
clubs
 We are planning to have extended

hours for parents that need this
provision but this is subject to
government guidance on how
these can operate safely
 Ben Jonson has a breakfast club
that can be used by working
parents as childcare before school
(current cost £2 a day)
 After-school club is for limited
numbers and will finish around
5.00pm and will cost £3 per
session

Frequently asked questions
If there are any questions that haven’t been answered please
send an email to admin@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk and
we will do our best to get an answer back to you.

Activities for summer term
Visits to school
 Unfortunately we have not been able to organise visits to school
and classrooms as we normally would due to the pandemic.
 We would like you to visit school to meet your new teacher on
Thursday 09 July




Azure Class with Babs – 1.00pm
Red Class with Katherine – 2.00pm
Yellow Class with Anna – 3.00pm

 You will receive a summer learning pack of activities to prepare

your child for September
 We look forward to seeing you next week!

