Hello Year Six!
I hope you and families have all been safe and well during the
lockdown.

I trust you are all keeping up with your home learning and
reading activities, inspired by your class teachers.
And I just know you’re all keeping up the artwork and exploring
your creative side, through drawing, painting and model making.
We miss you and are looking forward to seeing you in school,
when the time comes. Ash
So what will we be learning in art…?
WALT to create some works of art, inspired by an artist.

Your Task

• For your new project this term you are going to be
looking at the artist William Morris and creating a
motif or decorative design inspired by nature.
• You will investigate Morris’s artwork, practising the
patterns of natural things forms around us.
• Eventually coming up with your own design in the
style of Morris. Which you could then print using
poly block.

William Morris wallpaper design

Let’s learn about the artist…
…his name is William Morris.

William Morris (1834-1896)
and The Arts and Crafts
Movement

The William Morris Gallery
The William Morris Gallery (where Morris used to live as a child)
is located in Walthamstow, East London

An Introduction to William Morris
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pl3EN407rbs

•

https://wmgallery.org.uk/

William Morris was a leading member of the Arts and
Crafts Movement.

•

He was known as a designer of patterns for wallpaper
and textiles.

▪ But he was also an artist, designer, printer, typographer,
bookbinder, craftsman, poet, and writer.
•

Morris believed that nature was the perfect example of
God's design.

•

He believed that all design should be based on nature
which he saw as the spiritual remedy to the inferior

standards of art and design during the Industrial
Revolution.

William Morris Gallery
Lloyd Park, Forest Road
Walthamstow, London, E17 4PP
020 8496 4390

The William Morris Gallery
The gallery is free to enter and showcases the tools,
techniques and art and crafts of William Morris. There is also the
beautiful Lloyds Park situated directly behind it. Hours of fun for the
family after lockdown!

The Arts and Crafts Movement
The Arts and Crafts Movement ‘in a nutshell’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBq73yxha0o

•

The Arts and Crafts Movement was a reaction against the poor quality of
design during the Industrial Revolution.

•

The members of the Arts and Crafts Movement believed that the growth

of industry had destroyed traditional skills and had removed the pride
that a craftsman could find in his work.
•

The members of the Arts and Crafts Movement formed themselves into
crafts guilds, based on the medieval examples, in order to encourage

high standards of design and provide a supportive working environment.
•

The crafts guilds gave themselves names such as the Century Guild, the
Guild of Saint George, the Art Workers Guild and the Guild of Handicraft.

•

The Arts and Crafts Movement raised the status of design in art

education and established it as an essential element in the
manufacturing process.

The Art of William Morris
Print Design

Wallpaper Design

William Morris - Textile Printing Blocks

Textile (fabric) Design
William Morris - 'Tulip and Willow'
Pencil and Watercolour sketch for print design,
1873

William Morris - 'Trellis'
Pencil and Watercolour sketch for wallpaper design,
1862

William Morris
Paper Printing Block

William Morris
Wallpaper Printing Reels

William Morris - 'Windrush'
Pencil and Watercolour sketch for textile design,
1881-83

Features of William Morris Design

Take a look at the bullet points below. Can you
spot the key features of William Morris’s
designs shown in this and other slides?

The core characteristics of the Arts and
Crafts movement are a belief in
craftsmanship which stresses the
inherent beauty of the material, the
importance of nature as inspiration, and
the value of simplicity and beauty.

•

A SIMPLE COLOUR SCHEME

William Morris usually only used only two to three colours
within his designs.

•

USE OF MOTIF

A motif is a decorative image or design, especially a repeated
one forming a pattern.

•

USE OF REPEATED PATTERN

Motifs used again by turning, rotating, reflecting and
repeating.

•

USE OF REPEATED PATTERN

Motifs used again by turning, rotating, reflecting and

repeating.

•

USE OF SYMMETRY

Symmetry is the quality of being made up of exactly similar
parts facing each other or around an axis.

•

INSPIRED BY NATURE

Morris said, “Everything made by man's hands has a form,
which must be either beautiful; beautiful if it is in accord
with Nature.”

Featuring swirling leaves, thieving birds,
rose-filled trellises, and fruit tree
branches, the designs of William Morris
have a unique timeless quality. He began
designing wallpapers in 1862, using
printing new printing techniques.

Activity Time. On the next few slides, I have created a number of activities for you to try out over days or
weeks.
These activities are designed for you to develop your artwork, so that you have a sense of how artists build
on skills and techniques through observations and sketches in order to create a final outcome.
You will need a sketchbook in order to collate your body of work.
Starter Activity One
World Collage
• You are to create a one page collage of patterns from around the world.
• Search magazines or the internet for images of patterns that can be found in NATURE, MAN-MADE OBJECTS, SURFACES OR
DESIGNS, ROMAN, GREEK,ISLAMIC OR CELTIC PATTERNS.
• Draw a decorative border with the title of ‘WORLD PATTERNS’ at the top of the page.
• Then fill the spaces with images of the patterns you have found.
Remember presentation is VERY important, so be carefully and present beautifully and creatively .

Starter Activity Two

Creating art from Nature: Natural Patterns

To practise copying Man-made & Natural Patterns using colouring pencils.

• From the collage you created and the photo resources provided below, you are to copy 4 natural patterns.
• Use colouring pencils. Remember that you can blend colouring pencils to create a variety of tones.

Patterns from plant forms

Animal patterns

Main Activity
As seen on the previous slides William Morris created many print designs incorporating plants and animals from his natural surroundings.
Using the pictures of birds, butterflies, fruit and flowers on this and the next slide, your task is to create a motif, (decorative design) in the style of William Morris.

Creating a Motif Inspired by Nature
What is Botanical Art?
Botanical art is any kind of artistic, accurate
representation of plants.
Botanical artists are in fact scientific professionals.
They help scientists identify the characteristics of
certain plants

William Morris incorporated fruit and
flower motifs within his art.

Main Activity
As seen on the previous slides William Morris created many print designs incorporating plants and animals from his natural surroundings.
Using the pictures of birds, butterflies, fruit and flowers on this and the previous slide, your task is to create a motif, (decorative design) in the style of William
Morris.

Creating a Motif Inspired by Nature

William Morris also incorporated bird
motifs within his art.

Main Activity – Step One

YOU TUBE VIDEO: Creating a Tonal Scale
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE75z_wc1sI

Work as big as you can, so that you can show the details well.

The more complicated the shapes of the leaves are, the more difficult it will be to draw these.

Main Activity Step Two

Show graduated tones

Finish off by adding the details.

Main Activity
Step Three

YOU TUBE VIDEO ON HOW TO DRAW FLOWERS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DGavK537xY

Main Activity
Step Four

Main Activity
Step Five

Repeat the previous five steps for the following items for your motif
1. Fruits
2. Butterflies
3. Birds
Incorporate all steps to create your final design of motif, in the style
of William Morris.
Just like the picture shown.

I hope you enjoy these activities…
Remember to be bold, take risks and stay creative. See you all soon.
Ash

